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Abstract

The objectives of study were to study the factors affecting conveying sufficiency
economy philosophy into practice of farmers in Na Muen District, Nan Province to figure out
relationship between personal characteristics, socio-economic factors and sufficiency economy
philosophy into practice of farmers. The subjects included in this study were 140 farmers who
have been trained by Na Muen District Agricultural Extension Office. Data collection was done
through questionnaires. Descriptive statistics including, percentage, maximum and minimum
value, arithmetic means, standard deviation, and chi-square test were used.

Demographic characteristics revealed that 69.3% were male with 51.9 years in average
(min.=27, mix.=73 years, respectively). They were age over 52 years (63.6%). Mostly was
completed their studies in secondary school or higher (81.4%). Monoculture system and no

raising animal for consumption (56.4%) were found among these farmers. This is consistent with



their customer behavior that 66.4% of them cannot produce food for their household
consumption.

Considering the number of household members, 60.7% has more than 4 members in their
family. However, less than 3 people were engaged with agricultural activities. Income and debt
were range between 10,001-50,000 Baht/annual. Most of the participants in this study were
healthy.

They were sometimes participated in social community and 50.7% were informed about
the sufficiency economy philosophy by at least one of any media. Most of them gained
knowledge from social media (in particular television) and have been trained by government
organization at least once per year. The knowledge, confidence, and attitude towards the
philosophy of sufficiency economy were at high level, however; it was relatively low in practice.
According to their confidence in the philosophy, they still believed that the concept of sufficiency
economy is suitable for their life style in agricultural area.

In summary, the findings of this study revealed that gender, age, educational level,
number of household members, health, agricultural labor households, the number
of media types that farmers received have no effect on conveying of the philosophy of
sufficiency economy into practice. However, these factors, including cultural system, number of
raising livestock, debt, participation in social community, and knowledge in the philosophy of

sufficiency economy have emphasizing impact on driving theory into practice.



