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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study factors affecting on decision making of Ban
Khun Wang farmers in expanding area for peach growing 2) to compare factors affected on the
decision making in expanding or non-expanding for peach growing areas and 3) to study problems
and obstacles in expanding area for peach growing. Research sampling were 128 farmers who grew
peach. Data were collected by interviewed questionnaire and analysed by using percentage,
arithmetic mean, frequency and t-test.

The result showed that the farmers who needed to expand their peach growing areas were
47.77 years old on average. The head of every household was male and 31.8 % of them did not have
formal education. On average, the experience on peach growing was 8.82 years, the peach growing
areas were 4.05 rais per household, the land tenures were 8.16 rais per household, the household
members were 7.09 persons, the household labors were 4.59 persons and the working labors in the
peach growing areas were 4.6 persons. The farmers had average agricultural income 57,000 baht per
year, while the income from peach was 24,272.73 baht per year (average peach price on the year 2009
was 68.33 baht per kilogram). They also had income from other agricultural produces 33,488.37 baht
per year and off-farm income 79,500 baht per year while chrysanthemum was the major crop. The
farmers had ever consulted the officers of the Khun Wang Royal Project and the Khun Wang
Agricultural Research Center on peach growing problems. The farmers had rarely received

agricultural information from television as well as from radio at 95.5%.



The farmers who did not need to expand peach growing areas were 47.78 years old on
average. The head of every household was male and 39.6 % of them did not have formal education.
On average, the experience on peach growing was 9.49 years, the peach growing areas were 3.30 rais
per household, the land tenures were 9.2 rais per household, the household members were 8.54
persons, the household labors were 6.0 persons and the working labors in the peach growing areas
were 5.95 persons. The farmers had average agricultural income 62,285.71 baht per year, while the
income from peach was 16,630.95 baht per year. They also had income from other agricultural
produces 45,940.48 baht per year and off-farm income 60,521.74 baht per year while chrysanthemum
was the major crop. The farmers had ever consulted the officers of the Khun Wang Royal Project
and the Khun Wang Agricultural Research Center on peach growing problems. The farmers had
rarely received agricultural information from radio 97.6%.

The result also showed that the decision making of farmers who did not need to expand
area of peace growing was related to information receiving. The problems that affected on non-
expanding area of peace growing were the insufficiency of their capital and the difficulties on farm
maintenance.

The comparative study on factors affecting decision making of the farmers who needed or did
not need to expand peach growing area showed highly significant different on the capital
sufficiciency, peach growing knowledge, peace growing experience, supporting officers, income from
peace produce, price of peace produce, credit sources, number of household labors, appropriate
condition of land and weather, and cost of production.

The significance of problems and obstacles of the farmers who needed to expand peace
growing area were 1) insufficient land to expand peace growing area 2) fluctuation price of peace
produce and3) no land rights

The significance of problems and obstacles of the farmers who did not need to expand peace
growing area were 1) inappropriate soil and weather for expanding peace growing area 2) insufficient

land to expand peace growing area and3) fluctuation price of peace produce



