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Abstract

The study on “Incentive in Farming Decision on Rubber Plantation of Farmers in Chiang
Khong District, Chiang Rai province” was aimed to investigate : 1) socio-economic
characteristics of the farmers growing rubber trees in Chiang Khong District, Chiang Rai
province ; 2) incentive in farmer decision on rubber plantation of the farmers ; and 3) problems
encountered and suggestions of the farmers. Interview schedule was used as a tool for data
collection with 137 farmer respondents. Also, observation was done during the data collection
period. The statistical parameters used for data analysis were percentage, mean, frequency and
standard deviation.

Results of the study revealed that more than one-half of the respondents (75.20 percent)
were male. Almost one-half of them (51.90 percent) were elementary school graduates. The
respondents had 3.93 family members on average. They had an area of rubber plantation for 11.33
Rai on average and with an annual income of 169,956.20 baht. The respondents obtained the
information most from agricultural extension officers and staffs of Office of The Rubber

Replanting Aid Fund.



Results of the study revealed that the respondents decided to do rubber plantation
because of their high return of investment of para rubber and they knew that there were rubber
markets and household labor forces. Rubber plantation needed few care takers and it may use
some more labor forces during the initial period of plantation and during the yield keeping. It was
also found that the respondents had a high level of incentive in farming decision on the aspect of
rubber trees were easy to grow and tolerant to environmental conditions. The government sector
supported them by providing rubber seedlings and the respondents perceived that rubber trees
provided them wood and yield and it also helped maintain good environment.

For problems encountered, it was found that the respondents had a moderate level in
terms of unsuited plantation area. Besides, they lacked of knowledge and understanding on doing
rubber plantation due to their less experience. They also mentioned that the assistance and
suggestions from the government were inadequate due to the limited of the extrusion officers of
the concerned government agencies.

It is advisable that rubber plantation area should be expanded nearby the existing one.
The central rubber market should be established for accommodate rubber productivity. Besides,
further research on rubber tree varieties suited to the topographic conditions of the North should

be conducted for the benefit of rubber plantation farmers.



