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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate the satisfaction of the farmers towards
contract farming of the Santiphab Trading Company Limited, to study the relationship between
personal characteristics and socio-economic factors and the satisfaction on the Japanese eggplant

farming as well as to explore the problems of Japanese eggplant production under contract

farming.

The population of this study were 272 farmers from 15 villages in Pai, Pang Mapha,
Khun Yuam and Mae Sariang Districts of Mae Hong Son Province who joined the Japanese
eggplant contract farming project of the company. Data were collected by questionnaires and

statistical analysis was done under the Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS).

From research finding it was found that the majority of ihe farmers (74.6 %) was male
with the age between 36 — 45 years old. The average age of farmers was 43.43 years old.
Almost two third had primary school education. Most of tﬁem (89.0%) were married.
The average cropping land was 1.97 rai/farmer, with 1 — 2 labours (66.9 %) and 64.7 %
without hired labours. The average income of eggplant was 27,848.31 Baht/crop. All of them

received credit from the company. 45.3 % of the farmers harvested their crop during 06.00 —



07.00 o’clock and 43.0 % of the farmers met the extension officers 3 - 4 times/month.

The average distance from farms to factory was 156.59 kilometers.

Farmers® satisfaction on the Japanese eggplant contract farming was found at high level
in terms of agricultural credit, purchasing officers, farm site purchasing, quality control on the
produces, and the fixed purchasing date and time. While the preparation for cultivation, the
providing seedlings and agricultural inputs for the farmers, the suggestions from agricultural
extension officers, the standard setting of the purchasing grades as well as the purchasing

documentary were at moderate level.

The results of hypothesis testing indicated that the satisfaction of the farmers towards
contract farming under eggplant project had only one variable which was the income from the
eggplant that directly related to the farmers’ satisfaction. This meant that the more farmers
eamned from eggplant, the more they satisfied to the contract. The farmers’ age, the size of
agricultural area , and the number of agricultural labours were inversely related to the farmers’
satisfaction. This meant that the older farmers, the farmers who had more agricultural land and

more household labours, would have less satisfaction to the eggplant contract farming,.

The significant problems of the eggplant farming were as follows 1) seedling of the

eggplant 2) transportation 3) extension 4) purchasing and 5) non-daily produces.

Some suggestions from this research was that the agricultural extension officers should
pay highly attention on transferring knowledge and support farmers regularly. This will

affect higher income of eggplant production to farmers.



