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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the common practice to conserve soil and
water of hill tribes (Hmongs, Karens) and Thai villager in Pangda Royal Development Center area,
(2) to study the factors, (eg. personality, economy and social) farmer affecting cultivation practice
under soil and water_conservation system, (3) to evaluate problem; constraint and recommendation
for promoting crop production under soil and water conservation system.

Farmers living in the area of Pangda Royal Development Center were supplied in the total of
71persons from 19 Hmongs in Ban Boakchaun, 31 Karens in Bankhunsarb and 21 Thai villagers in
Ban Mae Paeh were studied Data was collected by using questionnaires, and analysed with statistical
techniques of percentage, frequency, average, standard deviation(SD) and Chi-square.

The result revealed that the average farmer's age were 37.38 years, with average household
members are 5.59 persons. Average farm labor per household were 3.25 persons and farm land area ‘
7.41 rai. Annual farm income 15,612.67 Baht per year, and off farm incéme 3,219.71 Baht per year.

Only 25.35 percent of the farmer were the members of the Royal Project. Only 77.42 percent could



| understand and speak Thai and 22.58 percent could read and writc Thai .Farmer reccive information
about agriculture through television with a frequency of about 3-7 days a wecek. .

In the last year, 23.94 percent of the farmer had been contacted with stalf from Land
Development Center and from Royal Project. 5.49 percentages got the support from them. About
42.25 percent had ever been trained about soil and water conservation. Most of the agriculture fand in
this area were the moderate slope and farmer could grow plant at the average 2.14 times per year.

The level of knowledge ana understanding about soil and water conservation were generally
high with the score of 8.28 items, the practice were however the lowest with the average score 6.85
ttems. Comparing among the hilltribe group the Thai villager in Ban Mae Pach was the best with the
average score about 10.19 items, the hilltribe in Ban Khunsarb and Ban Boakchan got average score
of 5.16 and 4.84 items respectively.

Based on hypothesis testing, it was found that tribal, social status, income, membership to
Pangda Royal Project, chance to communicate to get information, or to get the support or training
from Royal Project staff, as well as sloping degree of agriculture land, frequency of cropping per
yéar, and Thai language ability are closely correlated to the practice of farmer to soil and water
conservation system,

The problem and constraint to adopt practical technique in soil and water conservation were
(1) marketing access,- and price especially. price' of vegetable was low (2) the technology transfer for
soil and water conservation from the Royai Project, which usually not enough and unconsistent. {3)
lacking of basic support eg. good quality seeds, money for investment, water for irrigation, poor soil
condition and good road for product transportation.

Recommendation from this research are that; the farmers require (1) They would likes to get
the continual support from Royal Project staff (2) to get the good quality of seed (3)to increasé the
knowledge about soil and water conservation by arranging the trainiﬁg courses.(4) to increase the size
of agriculture land and improve the quality of soil (5) farmer’s Leader should have a role to
coordinate activities with staff from Land Development Center and from Royal Project and advice

farmers to establish the soil and water conservation system.




