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ABSTRACT

This research had its pusposes to investigate the role and function of Tambon Extension
Agents in developing of the farmer group as well as an efficiency of the farmer group according
to their opinions.  Data gathering were done by the used of questionaire to interview 86 Tambon
Extension Agents of Loei province. The collected data were statistically analysed by  Statistical
Package for Sociz_al Science Programme ( SPSS / PC+ ) in terms of percentage, arithmatic means
, standard deviation , and weight mean score (WMS).

The results revealed that the Tambon Extension Agents were mostly male with an average
age of 38.3 years. The majority of them completed bachelor degree and served in a position for
14.9 years. An average monthly salary was 12,704.40 Baht, There was 1.2 farmer groups to be
responsible for.

The role and function of the Tambon Extension Agents in developing of the farmer group

included participatory planning for group establishment and development along with Amphbe




%

Bxtension Agent and his assistant , supporting group activities , planning group activities with
group committees, monitoring farmer groups, dissemination of agricultural knowledge, providing
of suggestion about agricultural management and products, participating in general meeting,
evaluating group activities as well as giving recommendation for group problem solving.

The result from the analysis of the group efficiency according to the Tambon Extension
Agents showed that an efficient farmer group should have the opertional characteristics as
followed.

- Group committees should understand group regulation as well as their role and functions.
They should be sacrificed and strictly followed the group regulation. Being able to analyse group
problem was necessary. They also should be older than 25 years of age.

- Group member shouid understand and follow group regulation. They should be honest
and be able to fully express their ideas and co-operate in any group activities.

- Group finance should be planned. Detail of receipts and payments should be explained.
Paying back of net profit to the member should be managed strictly.  Bvaluating of loan giving
and loan approval should be done as much as possible.

- Material and accessory of the group should be planned. Production input should be
estimated and provided on time before planting whether for purchasing, borrowing or renting as
well as barn should be provided.

-Projcet planning should be systemtically organised. Provision of knowledge and activities
to accelerate morale among group members should be managed. More support {o non - goverment
sector to be involved in farmer group should be done.

Recommendations from the Tambom Extension Agents were providing the training course
about the detail of the farmer group for the group committees, motivating the  group member to
fuily contribute more opinion to the group during  group meeting, managing the training course

about group finance,and allowing all group members to participatory consider the gronp regulation.




