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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to understand the new social movement of youth leaders of
Northern Farmer Network (NFN.), in Northern Thailand, who play an important role in the
organization, or isolate themselves to activities on environmental politics. These youth leaders
pool together their knowledge and experiences, in order to construct and integrate knowledge on
natural resources and environment, and then utilize that knowledge as a strategy in the social
movement. More specifically, my purpose is to understand how they operate in a context of
political violence engendered by exclusion from access to natural resources.

This study applies three main concepts: One, the concept of cultural politic of new
social movement; two, concept of‘identity’ which is relevant to constructing the power to make a
living and; three, the concept of'knowledge space’ through which they negotiate and attempt to
change the prevailing power relation.

This study found that, youth leaders utilized cultural politics as a tool for new social
movement and placed, in the public space or domain, multiple strategies (knowledge) of resource
management. They believe that there is an inherent connection between resource management
and culture: Various strategies of resources management are already ingrained in the culture. This
connection is then used in their negotiation and construction of identity ‘Pa KaKorYor’ ‘Kon
Song Wattanatam’ (Multicultural) ‘Look Lan Ti Dee’ (Good Descendent). This identity becomes
the basis for their struggle the meanings (for access to resources) and to change the prevailing
power relations. This study, therefore, try to argue that local culture should be seen as a

knowledge space. Precisely, it this space which constitutes the rights of local people over natural



resources and the right to manage their own environment, like local governance. This knowledge
space becomes the premise for constructing truth and knowledge, and the discourse of co-

management of or power Over resources.



