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ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled “Livelihood Strategies and Negotiating of Wage Labors in

b

Agricultural Sector: A Case Study of Women Landless Labors.” aims to study; 1) different
conditions in different contexts related to the emergence of lowly paid-landless women in a rural
area, and 2) adaptive and negotiating strategies to secure their life of the women, by focusing on
landless women in one village in Chiang Rai province.

This study finds that these landless women’s households in the past had agricultural
land which was far away from their houses and less fertile compared to land nearby their houses.
This is because their later migration into the community hindered them to occupy productive
land, which led to their entering to commercial agricultural production such as two-crop rice
farming or vegetable growing. Although many households attempted to find solutions by selling
their former land and searching for new plots, they ended up with leasing the land or buying
smaller size of land. Some leasing-land families tended to stop farming and turned to wage labor
because they couldn’t assume higher production costs. Around in the end of 1980s which was
land development turning into skyrocketing land price period, several households sold their
useless or low-yield production land so the second generation (their children), after 1987, became

wage laborers in and out of an agricultural sector.



Most of wage laborers in agricultural sector are middle-aged or older women. They
are still in demand as cheap laborers because adjacent land in the areas is fertile watershed which
is suitable for farming. The intensive production system of rice and vegetable growing in the
small plot of land results in labor needs, particularly in the vegetable plots where laborers are
continually wanted throughout the year. Women are more in demand because works in the
vegetable plots are considered “women’s works” not requiring intensive labor but are delicate
jobs which suit “nature of women”. Another factor that older women can work as a wage labor in
the rural area is youth workers migrating to other places and work in the non-agricultural sector
which contradicts to labor demand in a full commercial production.

Due to taking wage labor as a main income, these women create several forms of
strategies to negotiate with their employers to build security for their life. The first one is a spatial
strategy in demarcating land in order to monopolize employment. The second is the use of social
relations and moral values of the community as conditions through verbal communications with
their employers in an aim to pressure them to follow their requests. And the third is the setting of
a group as for negotiation.

Besides negotiation with their employers to stabilize their life, they accumulate
natural resources and turn them into money for household’s expenses. This study also finds that
wage laborers construct, maintain, and make use of social networking for their career stability.
There are two levels of women workers’ relation networks. One is a kinship system which is
mother-daughter relationship in the way that wage labor women receive remittance from their
daughter. Another is a social group in the community; it plays an important role in helping

workers individually and institutionally.



