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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an attempt to understand the practice of “sex” which is a possible cause
of HIV in prisoners. The author has applied observation, formal and informal interview and an
in-depth interview as methods of conducting research and has applied the main concepts
of Pierre Bourdieu; practice, capital, habitus and field as conceptual framework.

The findings of the study indicate that prison is a field of strict-regulation
of an individual’s daily life by specific rules and regulations which construct and reconstruct
the being of the “prisoner”. At the same time, the individual prisoner constantly struggles
and negotiates in all possible ways to the extent of creating his own set of rules and values.
Sometimes, these were being seen as “abnormal” to outsiders.

In the context of the prison, an individual prisoner’s previous acquired capitals and
habitus are not in line with such a specific field. They cannot be used as an effective strategy
for struggling and negotiating for their satisfactory positioning. Thus, prisoners adapt and
transform their capitals and habitus in accordance with the given field. They have to study
the rules and regulations and make use of them in practical ways in such a context.
Sexual practice is one of the possible ways that lead them to a satisfactory positioning

in the ambient field of prison. However, this might possibly lead them to HIV infection.



