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ABSTRACT�
 

The thesis aims to study the Development Project of Gender and Development Group 

(GDG) in order to construct body of feminist knowledge about “empowerment”, to explore 

impacts of the Sustainable Empowerment of Women in Rural Areas Project of GDG on women in 

Kua Village, Sangthong Town, Lao PDR., and to understand changes of power relations between 

women and men, affected by the development.  The research methodology includes 

anthropologist methods for data collection in the research site as well as ethnography for the 

narrative, through a story of “I” who acts as a traveler coming into the village.  The narrative 

reveals problem analysis of the narrator and significant events in the village during the narrator’s 

stay so as to display the events, emotions and living of the people, including the movement of the 

GDG project for women’s empowerment, its effects on women’s life as well as the narrator’s 

everyday life.   

“I” discovered that the target group of GDG’s women’s sustainable empowerment 

project is women who have already had access to power in the community.  They have been 

senior, respectable, core members of the union of rural women or even members of the Lao 

government party.  This enables them to be socially respectable and reliable in the community 

before the implementation of GDG women’s sustainable empowerment project.  The project aims 

to reduce domestic violence against women as well as to eliminate women’s oppression by 

empowering women through vocational support because GDG believes that women can be 

empowered by vocational support, one of major strategies of the project and this will enable 

women to negotiate with him so as to make decisions together on family affair.  However, a key 

factor of women’s participation in decision making in family or in community is not only that 
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women can earn more income or family but there is still another significant factor of that.  It is 

that these women have already possessed social power that means political power for them.  

“I” am willing to reflect that projects or programs for women development or other 

projects related to development should have awareness of gender sensitivity as well as 

understanding of gender power relations that are concealed in the society, dominate women and 

prevent them from having access to social justice as equally as men.  The questions for the 

development project are not about how many women or how to add women in the project in order 

to justify development system and make it more perfect because there are both men and women 

participating in the project. 

Moreover, strong beliefs in gender stereotypes are one of major factors of women’s 

participation in development.  The development projects of both state and private sectors should 

have more attention to these beliefs and should find the ways to change them, to understand how 

to support equal participation of women and men in development as well as solidarity between 

sexes for gender equality and justice. 

 


