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ABSTRACT

This thesis is aimed to study the process of becoming a single mother in Thai society.
The study is conducted with a case study using feminist framework and methodology. The study
reveales that in patriarchal Thai society, “motherhood” is the construction of gender which
consequently leads to the belief that “motherhood” is attached to “femininity” and thus a
“natural” role women cannot deny. Even though “motherhood” is generally constructed as highly
praised institution society has at the same time a control over women by constructing “bad
motherhood”. Single mother is the borderline between “good” and “bad” motherhood. These
women are normally labeled as “bad women” and “bad wives” who deserved to be “abandoned”
and raise children on their own. Nevertheless, the study shows that to have a better insight of
being a single mother, it is essential to understand the whole process of becoming a single
mother. This process is based on gender power relations constructed by patriarchal society as a
tool to control women’s sexuality. To women, this process creates pain, sufferings and stigma
whereas men are not similarly affected. However, women are not completely submissive as
“victims” of patriarchal society and men. They resist and negotiate, using series of social relations
considered to serve as space where they can create their selves over changing time and space.
With such experiences, they construct their definitions of “good women” and “good mother” by

merging what is constructed by patriarchal society with their own interpretation and definitions



derived from their experiences. Such resistance and negotiation allow them the opportunity to

define themselves and, at the same time, the society’s acceptance as “good mother”.



