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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an attempt to understand the cross-border transformation of Shan women 

“transnational labor” looking from a gender perspective. This gender perspective needs to be 

considered together with different positions of women according to their ethnicity, class, and age. 

This is partly because these different positions determine varied experiences of these women. 

 The findings reveal that the transformation following the cross-border migration into 

“transnational labor” of Shan women happened on the complex social relations especially gender 

relations. These gender relations of women are varied according to their positions as daughters, 

wives and mothers.  These different positions and experiences of women reflect the unequal 

power relations which women are encountering within their ethnicity, nation state, capitalist 

economy, displacement and within and between classes.

 These, all in all, experiences of Shan women are the basis of their interpretations of their 

social experiences under the context of transformation into “transnational labor” in Thailand. 

Moreover, these social experiences which are highly related to different positions of women are 

important evidences suggesting that if we consider these complex social relations of Shan women 

together with the transformation into “transnational labor”, we will not be able to view status of 

the “transnational labor” as previously defined without acknowledging their existence as human 

being who have their own self interpretation of their own lives. 


