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ABSTRACT

The Thesis is a study which attempt to understand social/community system of the
ethnic Hmong and the change of production system that causes several changing roles between
men and women. The Thesis’s objective is to study gender roles in the process of socio-
cconomic development, gender roles in process of production’s participation, as well as to study
benefits and disadvantages of the changing gender roles to the Hmong community at Vangheua
Village during the past 30 years, in the context of the Communist Party’s more liberal New
Economic Mechanism Policy since 1986, the growth-led economic development together with
the promotion of equality among ethnic groups, gender equality promotion, capacity and life-
progress promotion policy among ethnic women, and the state’s support for women’s
participation in politics, economy, society and culture. Feminist concepts/perspectives are
adopted to analyze gender roles in socio-economic development in Vangheua Village
community.

The study discovers that since prior to the country’s economic liberalization, Hmong
society which “patriarchy” are deeply rooted in has been continued to sustain traditional
practices such as patrilineal descent system, men are having higher power relations over women
and hold status as society’s rules setter and rules controller. This patriarchal community has
attempted to reproduce its value system and legitimacy to men. However, gender roles in
agricultural production in the past was interdependent and simple, which men and women both
participate and have important roles in production process, due to the fact that community’s
essential activity was mostly farm works, hunting-gathering and handicrafts making while its

gender division of labor are not fixed.



After the State’s new policy to liberalize the country’s economy, society and culture,
capitalistic ideas inevitably integrated into villagers’ livelihoods. On the other hand, the State and
Lao Peoples’ Revolution Party, under the context of globalization and the increasing limited
natural resources, imposed new regulations for natural resources exploitation, such as the ban on
swidden agriculture and promotion of fixed settlement. Those became new factors which
determined Hmong community to shift its traditional swidden agriculture to paddy-farm
cultivation which mainly depend on men’s labor; and that lead to the dominant role of men in
means of production and process. As the Hmong community inevitably gradually engaged with
market economy, cash-income became more significant to villagers’ livelihoods. Also, when
mechanical tools were used in farm operation more widely, women roles in agriculture
production decreased.

Nevertheless, the challenges and potential impacts to women in the community are
from the fact that women have been directly participated in market economy by starting to leamn
and develop relevant skills by herself. Under the new social circumstances and fthe
transformation of livelihood in Vangheua Village community, and the community’s infra-
stfucture developing, the new opportunities has been opened to Hmong women to show their
local knowledge and skills. Hmong women applied them to make valuable products for
exchanging in the market which increasingly expands into the community. However, while new
socio-economic context provided more variety of alternatives to Hmong women, they are still
subjected to the influence of “patriarchy” system, with meager possibility to overcome such
subordination; as it has been evidently seen that whatever role or duty women take, they act to
serve and sustain the “patriarchy” system. They still not achieve the target set by Party,
Government, and Lao Women Union, which state “... to completely self Liberated, have full

ownership of Nation, and own their real destiny”.



