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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study thinking system and the adaptation of
community on conservation and the utilization of biodiversity of natural food in tea gardens when
tea gardens eco-system is changing and to investigate local knowledge relating to the adaptation
of the community.

Data is collected from secondary sources, research documents, thesis and official
documents related to the study area as well as to interview knowledgeable people and villages in
the study area in order to understand the basic information of Pang Ma-O community. Field study
in the area conduced by the use of questionnaires via purposive sampling to tolled 30 households
including participant and non-participant observations as well as in depth interview
knowledgeable people.

From the studies, the occupation of tea gardens was decreasing because of deficiency
of worker for harvest. In term of this reason, tea gardens were abandoned which impact on the
gardens eco-system. The utilization of natural food in the gardens areas, around the gardens and
the forest around the gardens were decreasing and ignored as well. In addition, the usage of
natural food for household cooking and the qualities of each kind of natural food were also
decreasing. From the reason, they affected to the economic, society and the way of life of the
people of Baan Pang Ma O and their relationships with the forest has changed. The situation of
natural food usage nowadays which different from the past, partly affected to the increasing and
decreasing of the biodiversity of natural food in the tea forest as well as the maintaining,

extension and preservation of each kind of local plants and natural food.



However, the community themselves still have the local knowledge regarding the
conservation and utilization of the biodiversity from the tea forest. They have adapted their
thinking process for the conservation and utilization when the eco-system has changed. Those
methods could be sorted into many types depends on the local knowledge of local scholars and it
can be regard as these classification according to the thinking methods of people in Baan Pang
Ma O. Villagers have utilized the food plants in all aspects by related them to their roles, custom,
nutritional culture, beliefs which correlated to the seasons and the eco-system involvement of tea
forest as well.

The relationship between the local knowledge and the conservation of the natural food
plants in the tea forest has created the stable of food and income of the people in Baan Pang Ma
O. Their realizable of the importance to the ways of life among the invasion of globalization in
term of economic and society development, the relationships is partly affected to created their
realizable regarding the conservation of communities watershed which rich of biodiversity and

eco-system as well as forest food plants to become sustain.



