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ABSTRACT 

 This study was conducted mainly in the two river basins of Mae Wang, and 

Mae Khan in Northern Thailand. The place of local/situated knowledge in the 

Northern Ecological Movement of Northern Thailand (NEM) is examined within the 

context of eco-politics at local, national, and global levels. My objectives in this thesis 

are (1) to study the Northern Thai Ecological Movement (NEM), which drew on the 

local knowledge of the Karen in the creation of a space of resistance, (2) to study how 

the Northern Thai Ecological Movement has constructed its strategy in interacting 

with the state and other actors to create the space of resistance, and (3) to study the 

roles of elements of local knowledge (cultural resources such as oral traditions), and 

where these resources are utilized such as in the Ecological Movement in Northern 

Thailand.

 The thesis describes the construction of a space of resistance, where the NEM 

responds/negotiates regarding the enclosure policy of the nation state. The focus of 

NEM is to resist the government's expansion of protected areas and to demand the 

legal recognition of community forests and the customary land rights of ethnic 

lowlanders and highlanders, in general, and of the Karen, in particular. The NEM 

mode of activity has been shaped by the local knowledge of the Karen, and Karen’s 

cultural knowledge has been transformed because of NEM’s connection to eco-

politics. Karen’s cultural knowledge was influential in shaping the environmental

movement in Northern Thailand, Thailand in general, and at international levels.   
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  In crossing between different spaces, from the global, to the Thai and the 

Karen, a larger social space is created between different groups of peoples who are 

involved in the same movement. The leaders are able to communicate within the 

movement in order to cross different spaces of understanding on issues that they are 

working on.  Through the reinterpretation of cultural resources, the leaders, as cultural 

producers create symbolic power. This has led to the construction of a space of 

resistance and a new discourse which challenges that of the dominant mainstream. 

Leaders also have the ability to shift between various spaces in the struggle in what 

becomes a pan-movement (local, Thai, global) in which various peoples need to relate 

to each other. 

 Debates within NEM show how there are differences in response to the 

movement. This shows that the Karen movement is not uni-linear, but multi-

directional and contains complexity in terms of vision, direction and strategy. It is not 

a consensus, not unanimous, but always contains some degree of conflict. 

 The Northern Thai Ecological Movement is a subjective movement, not 

simply a spiritual movement, and clearly has real objectives. The main objective has 

been to gain a space where the Karen and others can claim control of their 

environment over and against what the state may dictate. 
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