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ABSTRACT

Marginalization cannot be separated from the development process, since
during the implementation of development the state, through their technology of
power, policies and practices, marginalizes, pushes and places the minority people at
the edge. Many of the ethnic communities in Indonesia have experienced
marginalization, especially those who reside in the remote areas, which are far from
the center of the development. Development in Indonesia, in general, emphasizc/d/
economic growth and it has become the major goal to pursue it through the policy of
rapid industrialization. The Baduy community, as one of the ethnic minorities, also
experienced marginalization from state development practices in their areas. The state
has set policies of resettlement and community land entitlement, which end at opening
Baduy areas as eco-tourism spots for tourists to boost the local government income.

Various research methods were employed to collect primary data such as
documentary research, key informant interview, focus group interview, and
participant observation in the Baduy area. Secondary data was collected from the sub-
district office where Yaro Pamarentah maintains his work. -

Results of this study revealed that the policies of resettlement, community land
entitltement and eco-tourism have marginalized and disturbed local people’s
livelihood. However, state policies also created unintended consequences where the
Baduy community makes use of state policies on resettlement to expand their territory
as well as to gain more recognition from eco-tourism, where it has forced the state
authority to acknowledge and allow them to maintain their traditional practices.

The result also suggests that Baduy people, especially outer Baduy, have

adapted to the new situation especially in regard to economy, where they grow more
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cash crops and work as laborers, traders, and handicraft and textile producers besides
working as farmers as their main occupation. Some cultural changes have also
occurred among the Baduy people, for example modern clothing and Indonesian
language are employed by some of the outer Baduy members. Modern items such as
radio and mobile phones were also used by some of them as part of their adaptation to
modern times.

Another result suggests that Baduy people protect their domain in order to
preserve their tradition and religious beliefs where they consider the inner domain as
the center of the universe as well as the core of their identity as Baduy. That is why
the Baduy community is divided into two groups where the outer Baduy protect the
inner one and serve as a buffer with less rigid rules, while inner Baduy serve to
maintain rules of their traditions and religious beliefs for the whole Baduy
community.

Results of this study also suggest that the dualism of the governing system and
practices of the Baduy people play important roles in protecting the Baduy
community. A traditional governing system maintains the rules for the Baduy as a
traditional community while the state governing system has allowed Baduy people to
be acknowledged by the state authority and allowed them to get access to the
information of development programs in their areas. Both daily and ritual practices of
Baduy people also play significant roles in negotiating marginalization from
development in their areas. Daily practices allow Baduy people to secure their basic
economic needs, which challenge state ideas that traditional communities are poor,
Religious practices of tribute ceremonies allow Baduy people to have direct and open

chances to negotiate and contest state authority on development policies toward them.
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