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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the thesis titled “Dynamism of Utilization of Wild Edible Plants in
Karen’s Community Forest, Huai Som Poi village, Mae Tia Sub-watershed, Chom Thong
District, Chiang Mai Province” were 1) to identify dynamism of wild edible plants and wild
edible plants utilization in the past till present and the importance of wild edible plants in
household economic pattern, 2) to identify economic, social and culture factors affecting
changing of wild edible plants utilization, and 3) to analyze the trends of wild edible plants
utilization of Huai Som Poi village.

The study’s method for collecting data was by interviewing the key persons, namely,
the community leaders, the head of the village, the village elders, youth leaders and groups of
housewives, as well as household sampling and participatory observation. After collecting the
secondary data and field data, the began the checking, classifying and analyzing of the data
according to the study’s purpose.

The research shows the land use change varieties wild edible plants have increased or
remained stable, or conversely reduced and disappeared. An increase in wild edible plants was
most often found in mountainous old-growth rain forest and near forest settlements. No change in
wild edible plants was observed in dry dipterocarp forests and forests far from human settlement.
Villagers will collect and consume plants from these types of forest the villagers are not sure of
the latter’s safety for consumption. Forest close to human settlements therefore, are used less for

consumption purposes.



The importance of wild edible plants has been greatly reduced, when compared with the
past namely in supplementing household income. Presently wild edible plants are not a source of
household income, while households farm cash crops instead. This shift is due to villager’s
worsening economic conditions that have seen an increase in expenses for each household.
Villagers must work harder in order to earn enough to cover household expenses. This has caused
villagers’ way of life that, in the past was quite dependable, to change quite dramatically.

The factors affecting wild edible plants reduced importance is the shift in the economic
system from subsistence to one structured towards commercial production. The village must pay
attention to productivity to ensure enough income for its needs. Because of the “livelihood and
time” change it makes the wild edible plants seen like “waste of time”. The Economic systems
inherant link to society and culture has an influence on family and community relations weaker
and also the knowledge about wild edible plants to the next generation are reduced, resulting in an
alienation from the forest. Present the villagers choose to buy edible plants instead of collecting
them from the forest exp. the grocery shop, caravan merchant and fresh market. Some households

have the new alternative of farming cash crops in the household plot for consumption.



