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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study are 1)to compare community land use with two
agricultural systems- commercial and alternative 2) analyze the problem, causes, impact and
solution method of farmer adaptation within their community and 3) study the relationships of
individual factors, physical factors, economic and social factors of the farmers which causes the
agricultural problem and their adaptability for alternative agricultural system

Data are collected from secondary information such as research documents, thesis and
official journals, related to the study are as well as farmers interview. Gathering data is
conducted by two sets of questionnaires, e.g. the first group from to farmers in the community
(30 farmers from Baan Huay Som Suk and 30 farmers Baan Nong Kai) by purposive sampling
and the second group. In depth study and field survey of 8 farmer is conducted by participant and
non — participant observation. Stakeholders interview is performed by quantitative and qualitative
methods. As for quantitative research, statistics use are percentage, chi — square test and t — test.
In case of qualitative methods, in depth interview and participant and non — participant are
applied,

From research findings, it is found that problems arising from agricultural
production system at Baan Huay Som Suk and Baan Nong Kai at present is the outcome of both
communities who have trans for med subsistence agricultural in the past into commercial farming
at present in the form of monoculture with high investment are modemn technology from outside,
It 1s the production of agricultural products in accordance with the market demand with maximum

return. In practice, commercial arming is unable to better farmers ways of life. On the contrary, it



causes various problems in the community. Each problems is associated with one another,
namely, production process, ecosystem, market, income and way of life. The impacts of
commercial farming on farmers are numerous for example, the dependence of marketing system
both production costs and the sale of products, the burden of expenditure especially from the
continuing high cost of production and the price fluctuation of agricultural commodities. Most
farmers, therefore, do not have sufficient capital for investment in the production process leading
to household expenses and formal and informal loans. Besides, commercial farming crates other
problems, for example, the destruction of natural resources and people’s health caused by
chemical residue.

One of the departures from commercial farming problems in both villages is the
transformation of commercial forming into alternative agricultural (in this case, organic farming).
From research findings, it is found that factors affecting the transformation of commercial
farming into alternative agricultural are health problem, exchanged labor, farm income, farm
expenses, farm size, irrigation, extension contact from both public and private sectors, knowledge
and understanding on eco — system and self — reliance. The adaptation of ideas and productio-n
system as mentioned above has resulted of production security, high income, reduction of
production cost and indebtedness together with good physicai health and food safety as well as
the degeneration of nature resources.

Although the idea and concept of alternative agricultural has been introduced to both
villages for some time, it is still not widespread by the majority of farmers in the community. This
may be due to various obstacles conditioning the adoption by farmers, especially, the capital
needed during transformation process and alternative markets — specially crated by farmers. This
is the reason why the farmer seek for outside employment for supplementary income which is the

departure from commercial farming where most farmer are commonly practiced now.



