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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in Khao Yai Tiang (upper) M.6 and Khao Yai Tiang
(lower) M.10, Klong Pai Sub District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province, Northeastern
Thailand. Both of two villages are situated nearest to the construction site of the upper
reservoir of Lam Ta Khong Pumped Storage Project. They received the direct impact
from the project, especially in regard to villagers’ farming areas and their health. The
study has five objectives: (1) To analyze the ways in which development is being
interpreted, implemented and legitimized at the global to local levels; (2) To study how
the state’s development established control over natural resources and people and
impacted local access to natural resources; (3) To study an evolution of resources used
at the community level and conflicts between the state authorities and local people in
terms of access to resources; (4) To study the villagers® social suffering experiences
related to the effects of the development project; and (5) To analyze how the villagers
translate their suffering experiences through forms of negotiation in their everyday
lives.

The study examines development discourse in order to analyze power relations
between “developers” and “the developed”. The most significant question is how the
discourse is constructed from global to local level. There are three concepts used to
study mechanisms of discourse of various actors: (1) concept of development as
practice to examine development discourse legitimacy; (2) territorialization to analyze
the mechanism of the state-led development program; and (3) social suffering to explain

lived suffering as a means of negotiation.
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There are two significant key issues that arise from this study; structural
violence and contested terrain. Firstly, the mechanism of structural violence is analyzed
based on a framework of central administrative control. This power has also
contributed to state agencies at national to local level that completely translate dominant
ideology into local people. Also, the development of a top-down approach is one factor
of structural violence extending local participation and forcing them to groups
vulnerable. All of this comes up with expertise knowledge, especially on conservative
and environmentalism to produce standardized development. This approach makes
many people voiceless because they are anonymous victims of full legitimacy of
development.

Secondly, contested terrain does implied active site of struggle constitute for
both dominant and resistance group. Particularly, this study focused on the bottom
group of the social ladder challenging the powerful discourse. In this context, collective
suffering such as economic consequences and environmental impacts did not inspire to
gather into a protest movement, but distinguished two groups; one that supported the
project and another that opposed it. The supporting group is inevitably dependent on
state agencies as well as a life security strategy. So, they are compliant in order to
minimize the risk of subsistence. On the other hand, loss of security of life embodies
their consciousness, so the small opposition group extends to create network alliances
with external agencies such as NGOs and civil society and other cases of suffering.
Sharing experiences and an identity of exploitation unites them into a people’s
organization and formulates power in negotiation.

Moreover, academic institutions are utilized both an agent of development and
site of counter discourse. However, much academic researches can produce conflict
over “truth” of development impacts. Finally, various stakeholders have to engage in
negotiation in order to achieve social movement; and to contest the dominancy of the

dominant discourse; especially these involving control and access of naural resources.
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