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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research, “Development of Watershed Management Network in
Natural Resources Management: A Case of Mae Suk Watershed, Mae Chaem District, Chiang
Mai Province,” are to study the development of forming a Watershed Network as a people
organization which implement natural resources management in Mae Suk watershed. This
research also studies the management mechanism, the process of network movement of conflict
management, and the potentials and limitations of Mae Suk Watershed Management Network on

natural resources management.

This study was conducted using secondary data collection from relevant research
documents and government agencies’ documents and interviews with key people and villagers to
know Mae Suk watershed’s baseline data. The field data were collected by using 2 sets of
questionnaires which included 25 executive committees from Mae Suk’s watershed management
network using purposive sampling and 94 samples of people who use the Mae Suk stream and
Huai Sai Khao stream, a tributary of the Mae Suk stream, for agriculture; and doing non-

participatory observation and in-depth interviews with the stakeholders in the research area.

It was found that Mae Suk Watershed Management Network was established
following Rak Thai Foundation’s process of network formation. This process did not consider

the conditions of a natural process for group formation and did not recognize the existence of



social fragmentation as a new set of community relations. Therefore, the current network can not
be expected to be able to solve problems as the water users’ network. The significant point so
that the present network can become a more natural network, is to find out the collective
problems of the communities in Mae Suk’s Watershed area. The Mae Suk Watershed
Management Network is the only space where all the stakeholders affected by these problems
encourage their fairness, and the space of competing power relations. The current network

reduced the natural resources management problems, but the conflicts still exist.

The solution for the problems within Mae Suk Watershed should raise the problems
of the natural resources degradation as a collective problem of the whole watershed area and

include the analysis of the ecological effects in the area.



