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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the conflict in “pa phae” as the communal land of one
local community in Lamphun Province. Regarding the legitimacy contested situation in claiming
the rights to access communal land, the study also analyzes the conflict of land rights, process of
community to practice and how they claim. The anthropological methods and conceptual
framework are used to explain the property as practice and the politics of space.

The study found that the property rights approaches that local villagers use in “pa
phae” are dynamic as they can be changed over new situations. For instance, in the situation
where there were some conflicts between new land owner and local villager in “pa phae”, the
local villagers used usufruct rights as the common property to claim for the land and rejected the
private property based on land title and the state laws. Then, the villagers tried to reform land in
“pa phae” by creating ideas about “land reform by the community” based on the assimilation in
the private property and the common property regime. Moreover, the study also found that the
conflict over communal land causes the local villagers to practice on how to negotiation for the
land in several ways. Many strategies were used for their claiming such as asserting their
customary rights over the land that has been taken by their ancestors from generation to
generation, asking the government to prove as illegal land title, creating communal land
management based on the complexity of rights at different levels, for example, community
forest, land for public and utilize abandoned land plots that has been organized by the local
community. As a result, the local community has opened up social space by creating the ideas

about “Land Reform by the Community” and “Community Land Code” for local community that



has been organized and used to assist in enforcing management rule and alternative management
for equity.

In conclusion, the results of the study have clearly asserted that the local community
has practices to the contested situation in claiming the rights to access communal land by
dynamic approach in property regime. The struggle can reform the power relations between the
state and local community to defend community rights over land and collect benefits of local
community. Importantly, this process of local community can reform the policy in land
management that ensured equitable access to land and the land rights for farmers in which the

local community would have full participation in decision making on land.



