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ABSTRACT

This thesis applies social science knowledge and analyzes adaptation of farmers of an
Organic Farming Group from a commercial agriculture to organic farming. The objectives of the
study are, firstly, to study the farmers’ significance of commercial agricultural versus an organic
farming that responds to sustainable livelihood and also conditions permitting them to adopt
organic farming as their better alternative to livelihood; secondly, to analyze the organic farming
patterns and how the farmers have practiced them by employing community culture, social
capitals, and indigenous knowledge to their production.

This research has collected historical data at the community level to understand the
conditions and development of agricultural patterns and also the adaptation of agricultural
patterns. At the individual level, 3 groups of organic farmers were purposively selected, namely,
the leaders who have changed their agricultural practices, the second and third groups who have
changed their agricultural practices recently. In-depth interviews and participatory and non-
participatory observation were applied as research fools.

It finds that the community has undergone 4 eras of mode of production, namely
setflement, forest concession, commercial agriculture and the agricultural revolution periods.

Regarding the present era, there has been a development project of the non-governmental



organizations coming with new project and patierns of sustainable agriculture and taking the new
assct of alternative patterns of sustainability and self-alliance livelihood. At the present, 13 of 76
households have been actively practicing organic farming and have received Organic Agriculture
Certification, Thailand (ACT).

At individual level, this study finds that every farmer adopting organic farming
holistically perceives the negative impabts of commercial agriculture. They cover the interlinkage
among production factors, outputs and market, spatial ecology, and livelihood and family. Due to
the situation, the farmers have overcome their problems through learning process and the new
meaning of an organic farming was formed that provided a better sustainable livelihood
holistically. The organic farming patterns differ among 3 groups based on different conditions.
The leaders, understand the concept of organic farming and sustainability of livelihood clearly
and they have less limitations of production factors than the followers. Most of the followers
understand the concept and the importance of an organic agriculture. However, their practices are
mainly based on the success examples of the early adopters in production and marketing aspects.

Furthermore, the results of this study have shown that organic farmers not only do they
have to understand a holistic significance, but also need to integrate community culture, social
capitals, indigenous knowledge, and agricultural technology in their production. It is essential as
well to set up a nitch market that producers take some control by themselves.

The conclusions suggest that in order to solve the agricultural problems, the causes of
production must take the farmers’ livelihood holistically into analysis together with the learning
process promoting and the new significance. Moreover, community culture, social capitals, and
indigenous knowledge should be applied in the latest knowledge. The most important aspect is
the complete circle of problem solution. Then the farmers should take a part in setting up an

alternative a nitch market to sustain their livelihood.



