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ABSTRACT

This thesis is an attempt to understand and explain the fluidity and diversity of
gender and sexuality in terms of social and power relations that are relationally and
situationally constructed and reconstructed through time, to present gender and
sexuality as boundaries based on inter-subjective negotiations that are constantly
being deconstructed and reconstructed.

The thesis contends that gender and sexuality are complex, and not simply
dichotomous and complementary relations. Gender and sexuality should be examined
as strategies of social interaction based on subjective negotiation under multiple social
and personal conditions such as historical context, subjective meaning of the sexed
individuals, kinship and family systems, social and economic transformations, ethnic
diversity and changing modes of the regulation of sexuality. These conceptions may
be used to view the relationship between social structure and agency in negotiating
sexuality.
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