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Abstract

This thesis aims to understand “beauty” as a social construction for young girls.

The key informants were students from different faculties of Chiang Mai University ranging from
18 - 25 years of age with varying social and economic backgrounds. This study uses the feminist
concept within the framework of cultural studies, which analyses the role of women as consumers
creating their own social identity.

This paper examines the historical process through which men and other groups in
power built values surrounding the concept of beauty. In the early Rattanakhosinth period, the
authorities created beliefs about appropriate roles for Thai women, particularly the fact that a
beautiful body is a reflection of a woman’s past and present accumulated moral character. When
the Thai authorities overhauled the kingdom to reflect modernity, women’s roles and status
changed to become more like Western society. For example, Thai women were influenced by
increasingly Western style education, consumption patterns, and both physical and spiritual
conceptions of beauty. Modernity thus came to be represented through women’s bodies,
especially through consumerism and the knowledge communicated through mass media.

The study shows that under the process of consumerism, women use their knowledge
about values surrounding beauty, including information about health care and the body, the
choice of health products and cosmetic surgery, to choose a personally most appropriate way of
creating beauty as part of their own identity. Beauty in this context is defined by the society and
the body can be viewed as physical capital, which leads these women towards a desired social

status.
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