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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to understand the processes of the value construction and the renovation
of local cultures of “Pha Sin Tin Jok” which is the traditional cloth in an agrarian community of
Mae Chaem, Chiang Mai. The research focuses on the interrelation between the community
practice and the process of constructing and representing of values among other involved social
agents. The research utilizes three main conceptual frameworks, namely localism, the political

economy of meaning construction and popular cultural studies.

The study discovers that the process is closely involved with current social thoughts and
the needs of identity construction of the urban middle class. The process meaning construction
involves the consumption of the sign value of “Pha Sin Tin Jok Mae Chaem”. as authentic folk
art. It also involves construction of Mae Chaem as uncontaminated countryside in tourist
magazines this image fulfills the need of a sub-group of urban middle class to return to purified

rural “Thai life”.

This body of knowledge of “Pha Sin Tin Jok” and Mae Chaem, repeatedly represented in
popular magazines and academic publications, how become established knowledge and received
approval by “experts”. However, this body of knowledge is not static but more knowledge was

added, as well as more systems of interpretation, until it becomes a conflicted body of knowledge.

This body of knowledge, constructed by urban middle class becomes a process of

representation of the reduction of local history that contrasts with the collective memory of the



local people. Though in the field of cultural definition contestations, it is found that the
intellectuals have the power of defining and controlling the direction of the body of knowledge,
but when they try to impose this body of knowledge to the local people, the local people reacted
against such imposition and created a counter dialogue by refer to their collective memory. This
counter dialogue of local people has to operate the field of political economy of symbolic
meanings which is full of negation, negotiation and selected acceptation of the imposed body of
meaning by the intellectuals. The construction of local identity is related closely how “Pha Sin

Tin Jok” has been represented as identity of the local culture.



