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Abstract

This study has three objectives: firstly, to study the developments, spatial
distributions, and suitable areas for pineapple processing industrial sites in Prachuap
Khiri Khan Province; secondly, to study the pineapple processing industrial linkages;
and finally, to study the decision-making behavior of pineapple processing industrial
entrepreneurs about location’s firms selection and the stress management from
information received from the outside environments.

This study is a qualitative research. Seventeen factories were selected as a
population for studying the development and spatial patterns. For studying linkages
and decision-making behavior of entrepreneurs under globalization, sixteen factories
were selected as a population because these firms are still the pineapple-processing
firm. Data were collected from field survey, interview and questionnaires obtained
from entrepreneurs in order to investigate the firms’ history and business strategies. In
this study, the techniques used for analyzing the distribution patterns and suitable
areas were the nearest neighbor index and geographic information systems. In
addition, the point score analysis was used to explain the decision-making behavior of
entrepreneurs.

The results of spatial development indicate that the pineapple processing
industrial organizations in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province have several spatial
developments both explicit and implicit location patterns. The first period of
development marked the foreign direct investment and the operation of transnational
corporations. The big pineapple processing firm established in the first period was the
beginning of modern organizational culture absorbing and technological management
to the local entrepreneurs who were the important functional groups in pineapple
processing industrial developments in the later period.

The medium and small firms were established in the later development period.
At present, these firms are principally investors who used to be the employees in the
big organization. However, the strong competitions in global markets under
globalization make the local entrepreneurs change their roles to be investors only. For
the organizational management, the local investors have employed the specialists to



manage their organizations for survival. Consequently, the decision-making
characteristics have changed from individual to be organizational decisions.

The general spatial patterns of the firm sites, are mainly clustered, especially
the firms in Pran Buri District and Sam Roi Yot Sub-district. The most suitable areas
for pineapple processing industrial sites are in Kui Buri District, followed by
Hua Hin, Pran Buri, Mueang Prachuap Khiri Khan, Sam Roi Yot, Bang Saphan,
Bang Saphan Noi and Thap Sakae districts respectively.

The industrial linkage patterns are three ways. Firstly, it is the backward
linkage to input factors namely the local primary raw materials, processed raw
materials from overseas, the agriculturists including people involved in the agro-
industry. Secondly, it is the sideways linkage which is the linkage between the same
business firms which can be divided into two cases. The first case is linkage between
one firm and the others, the second case is the internal linkage of various production
units. Finally, it is the forward linkage, which ninety-nine percent of outputs are
exported to global markets and one percent is distributed to domestic markets.

The decision-making behavior for industrial site selection and the stress
management are responses to the outside information. This indicates that the physical
and economic factors such as the proximity to raw materials and roads including the
land price influence the basic decisions of entrepreneurs. While the social factor such
as their satisfaction influences the final decision. For the stress management reasons,
the entrepreneurs have the goal for organizational survival rather than profit
maximization.
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