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Abstract

This thesis is an attempt to understand the processes of marginalization and
negotiation of a displaced Dara-ang community in Chiang Dao district, Chiang Mai province. The
study applies firstly a concept of marginality to examine the condition of exclusion in a context of
power relations between Dara- ang peaple and other agents. Secondly, a concept of place- making
is used as conceptual framework to understand the process of negotiation amidst marginalized
situations Dara- ang people have encountered.

The study finds that the marginalization of Dara- ang people has been constructed
under a wide gap of power relation between the Dara- ang and other social groups, comprising of
the state, other ethnic groups and the capitalist system. Within this context, the Dara- ang are
constructed as “the Other”, their identities being defined as “ hill tribe people who destroy forest”,
“alien hill tribes”, “ none Thai”, “ foolish people,” and “undeveloped hill tribe village”. However
such marginalized construction process has contradiction within itself, i.. Dara- ang people are
excluded from participating in social space. Meanwhile, they are included into the capitalist
system through cash crop production and tourism, which seek for benefit from “the Otherness” of

Dara-ang people.



The study also reveals that the Dara- ang people have become marginalized and
powerless within the hierarchy of power relation. The powerless stems firstly since the Dara- ang
are late comers to the area; they are displaced people with no socio-economic ties with other
social groups. Therefore, they have been placed in the space of “Otherness” farther than other
marginalized groups. In addition, they are pushed to be at the lowest position on the hierarchy of
power relation. In other words, the displaced Dara- ang peaple find themselves in the position of
“marginal of all marginal people” who lack all kinds of space; economic, social and cultural.

However, the Dara- ang themselves never passively surrender to the conditions. The
fragile and unstable status has not allowed Dara- ang people to construct their social space in a
manner of strong resistance to the power agents, but the social spaces are constructed through
rejection to fixed identities defined by various power groups and the attempt to define their own
identities. These identities are reproduced and constructed dynamically under relations between
Dara- ang people and other power groups that have been contesting to define Dara-ang’s
identities. Even Dara-ang themselves, under different social conditions each group face, has
defined their own identities variously and dynamically. These fluid identities are strategies of
survival in marginalized situations, which Dara- ang people have encountered. Therefore,
Dara- ang social spaces and identities are not unique and static, but complicated, diverse and
dynamic; they could be negotiated, contested and shifted according to various conditions of
power relation.



