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ABSTRACT

Since 1979, China has been changed from a planned economy to a market economy.
Land is distributed to individual households and the market has become the key driving force
for rural development as well as forests management. Fruit based agroforestry has been
widely adopted over the past decades along with greater commercialization. But this practice

has led to forest resource degradation and social problems such as increased competition for
land.

This study aims to investigate changes in fruit based agroforestry practices in the Miao
community of Tageba in Guizhou province in China. It identifies differentiation of the Miao
people’s responses to market economy and rural development policies and to understand how
Miao people interpret these structural changes.

The study involved five Miao villages of the Tageba community, namely: Shangten,
Xiaten, Shibangiao, Pingqiao, and Dade, which are located in a band stretching from far away
to close to the national highway respectively. A key informant interview was conducted to
obtain information on community in transformation as well as changes in tree cultivation. A
total of 95 houscholds distributed over the 5 villages were interviewed to obtain detailed
information on Miao farmers’ responses to market economy and rural development polices.

The results showed that the Miao farmers have changed from traditional fir cultivation to
commercial fruit tree cultivation after market reform in the 1980s. Miao farmers have to
adjust their land use patterns and tree species in order to reduce their risks. Tree cultivation in
Tageba was changed from the fir to the chestnuts, then the chestnuts were cut to grow pears,
and rec'ently there has been modification away from the pears toward tea growing,.

Miao farmers’ response to market economy involved differentiation, which was
observed. Farmers in the five villages of Tageba, based on their different ecological setting
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and access to markets have adapted different models of tree cultivation. Shangten and Xiaten
villages, which are far away from the road, still maintain traditional fir cultivation. But, Dade
and Shipangiac villages, which are closer to the road, have adopted industrial fruit tree
cultivation. In Pingqiao village, which is on the route of the where new highway was
constructed, farmers are not much interested in tree cultivation. In terms of land ownership,
large land owners would invest in a monocultural fruit tree cultivation while small landowners

would continue practicing intercropping agroforestry systems. Landless farmers have adapted
off-farm activities to earn cash incomes.

The labor distribution and capital arrangement were also reflected in the choice of
different land use methods. The households with surplus labor became involved in fruit tree
growing while the households with limited labor engaged in fir cultivation or off-farm
activities. Agroforestry development created more labor for women. In order to have access to
resources and benefit sharing farmers have changed their social relations, adopting
sharecropping, tree renting, and land renting in their agroforestry cultivation. However, the
new commercialization of land use and marker economy has weakened the traditional clan-
based social organization in Miao society.

Market intervention has led Miao farmers to rationalize their forest management and
construct meanings in forestry. Farmers who were growing trees did this to pursue faster
returns and maximal benefits. These younger generations regard fir cultivation as waste of
time. They have deserted their traditional forest management and adopted “money centered”
values of life. They are more concerned about their own interests than about the interests of
their community or Miao traditional practice. Thus, carning money became a dominant aim
for all practices under market conditions. This has resulted in competition for land, loss of

traditional community homogeneity, and decline of labor for the maintenance of traditional
cultivation within Miao society

The market has also introduced new values, ways of life, and ways of thinking into Miao
society. In fact, based on different interests and understandings Miao farmers have different
interpretations as well as discursive practices of tree cultivation. Miao farmers perceive that
growing fruit tree will make more money than growing fir or other crops. The meanings and
needs of tree cultivation have changed. They have re-interpreted growing fir as taking too
long, they can easily buy the timber for building their houses on the free market, and the post-
pile fir house is no longer regarded as a wealth indicator in Miao society. Their interpretation
of the market economy is that it creates social inequality and everything had to be paid for. So
they have to earn income from different sources.

In conclusion, the Miao community has responded to the market economy by
transforming tradition agroforestry systems by introducing more fruit tree based land use
practices. These changes both in productive practice and discursive practice have weakened
the traditional values, social relations, and meanings. Different access to land resources has
led to social differentiation and widens income gaps among Miao households. Thus, the

community sees land redistribution as an important element for achieving sustainable
livelihood in the Tageba area.



vi

A 4 =Y ~ d = o Sau Y =) = o 9 o W
Fo1509NNHNHE mrdsundasnsniatunyasil ldnadludyvdnnieldnisdsudives
NEATNTE IR DeRen1saaIn uazu Tatngniswaw vuunludune Indus

Q) Q& ot ~
%QH?WQUI%’J ﬁTﬁ']‘iill‘a'j‘lJig‘]f']"]fuilu

4 ya a
HOHLUEH UWIUHET TIHW

’
s

fadaansuviidia anudmswanned bty

AMENSINMISADLINETINUT:

8197138 A3 WU 5ITUENA UsEBTUNTINNTS
23 ‘I{ = 'Y
219158 A3, gnd nesn nFINNT
4 oo oy
019158 el Budunsds STUNTS
UnAnED

u’: ] o3 ar =t = Y
- dauad] et 2522 iHhudun dszmemssasgdsznsudu I8 asuanszoums s giudenamuu
o3 a - 4 da ) 2 ar o 4 W oW Y =
Wussuumsyghadinisaandanaugniness Widuiaensuuaznsamanmotudwdndulvinans
Wannsunsudeatumssansth i ludrmaemsassaiiiuan iddnsmzlgn Idsadenanuasedis
' 3 *
uwinauienusneudensidy Tnvssmswmdlyd uansfiReuil I ldganudoy Tnsuniminens
1 o L} Ll o LIS 'ﬂ d' q' 4’
ihliuayilgmidany wu nsudsdundiBananiuiugau
g ' A = = 3/ = = 1

nsanefifigadsmadefnyinsal@ouudasmamnzdgn ldwaFounyas Tugurumlonuds

o 4 [ =] é ] T
nuavz fandadelen Yszmemmsadglszrauiu Faesunnuuand 9veImI A HeINBLYBITTY
wmilnildesruuiTegnuganisaaiauavu lourensdauruuniazieid lviwnamiieddianuns
wasuudaslnssaitamariledie’ls

-

msfnyfidnyanngdu s udeesguaununve TAun many Bomu iR Yade uae

4 & - A wod = s < s e gy 4
mane $esaeg luuinadniuiuuenauiinimataudend msdumuelizdlf 1dudedeyaes

1 o P a
msulfsugiuazmsnffouutlasdumsmizalgnesgur Ssdayanisasuaneaveunuasnssrimiote
L
wsugAadsmsnatauazu Towemsianisuun Tdundlddunwalimou o5 adaSeusinmythumis 5
K
o g = d d oa

wansfunsiuaaaldiiuiunuasnsaamiion lulaaunnnsdgndumumuududunfludgn
Hnaiensndisd nawnlfzdanaainlutael we 2523 invasnsnamilen Idfudfougiuuunis 1%
Aauunziug Witoardnsmudss mamzlgn lunuauz Idndouaaduauuiiiudunda nasidudu

. 3 1
a1alunadenwas luiflvthudl Id@anulgnsunu



vii

. a_a o y i oA o
nMEnRLAUBITe UNYAINTIIINTndewsugRudenmisaata i lugaruandrsidanamiulg
nuasns Tu 5 nyivesmuauzaoldnnuienavveinisiaszuutdnainewasmadidnaia hldide
o As' [ = :;é r at ot =
nmsdfuildeugdusumsmizdgn nythumunuuanBomuidsy lnasnmamasefensinusssuiioy
4 ' = i s i o =
Ugndumuerld luvnsiingfumamenssSlnuierfiegdaounidnlGeunuidunmsnizlgn 1dnaid
TY e A de o @ ¥ o ’ & g ¥
gammassuuny nygthudluiorideeguuouuiididedead enmevasura v inuasns i ldaawanls
@ a 1 9 =a 9 Ha ] o )
fumsmizgnuiniin ludiuvsadvesiiau Wwehmauvna vgzamulunsinunyas Taudenilgn
- ] i 2w ° o
inafssriiafier Tusaziidveshfuanmdndnsitunyas Tnsmsdgnfisuuuwaunaiu dwmsu
[} ia d @ 4 ¥
wwasnsf WTRawluvesiuesezdsznevedwuanmamsinuasifonts e 1diagdm
o ) Y ¥ ad L3 = ey Yoo o 1 @
MINTTOUTRIULAZNSIAATIRU U Ao IdmutanadenItms lanaufiuandeiu asou
o Ao &g o B o deo 6w w w S s &
afafidussennezlgniiyldne Tuvazhasenafanlisauussnuiiafinalgnduaunudafuvie
o o a & g ua Y o A 4 v W =
ilsznato@wnennnmsinuas msiau LU ye stz ldiRaussnuduganniu e sdienisdidg
ninensuaznisulsiunmlss Temiveunuaras fulfonlas il I auduiug nmsldndanasniu
Ao oY 1 e A = = 1 o Y .
msduiuf 1 uazmamidwiensmizdgniBananvasfeu lude udedielsiam szuumsduunlmi
Y= a o a £ Voo o A g = o =t 3 o
ypems IdMauazmsugAudinsaaai idmssunguithesdnsfidoavuaudn ludwnumiiordoudiag
madwnsnvesnatn ladunvassmlen I gmaualunsdansduwaznis arumuivveth
) o i d _a 0 { ! ] 1
muasnsgFamzlgniug 1 8wz IddunuauliiSigeuas nad lsgefige aujulnsivesins
o o U e ) O Y a
gnaudlunsdonar vanazaens fansthuvudadunazdunidanuauladud oy “Gufegud
" o, < & ¢ r 1 o 1 =) soad o =
Aa1e” unu wandiladmalse Tenldmanuinniwalss Tesddmsaunieunl fURdaduve uniien
o & 2 P g | ¥ o a ¥ A 4 4 4
Aaiu myadresielinaaiugmjsmanmmdndmiunismizdgnaeldteulanensaaia Fadsilozdwa
% a Ve Wdy 4 = Y £ w oo o a Y
Whnamsudsdulumstdiun mrqudssssudisnanuiludunindufofuveigusy wozfaamuday
Tumsinuisssudlovumsmzdgameludnumiion
k'
aaa latiueailen ieuaziuofalnal 9 Whwngdenumniion TaeudeTada Augmarmiuaz
kg = P ] @ o 8 = ) o ar 1 = o a a
amudh lvveunuasnsyrmileaiuana niwi iAensdanufiseiu ldmu@onsunsiamsfumams
S w ) @ E v £ ' 4 a4
Ugnistafiu ineasnsmnanismseninimsdgn Wuaszadwnelaunadmsdgnaumiedsdu o anu
nnguazaudeimsvesnsmizalgniuaeulal wann 1ddaummenisdgnanlmiduilunis e
& 3 o o = ' ] -1
wnunsdgn Fswanwrswsanide Idnszaudmiuadhunnearndaladondt uas Waud'ld1d
o & H q"d Y @ o o = a 1 A e = o o
WhuaTeedsdtenulensdmivdinumiivadnde T msAaaumunevesiriuasugioudinsaamdmy
o = g :‘ a ' = g o 1 o &
winnhfe iwsugfudinsaamzafrnnuiondmednuuazizdssdwludmiuvewnodie dariy
< g v v 4
WINNIIRBan 1w I INundedu 9
1) ¥
a3l derwmiinnueweursiAsugiudInInala lasnmsfeuglssuununuasunuaudy ag
W A » A 1 [ ] = S wa o § ¥ A o W
nsdgnldna niswdeuudaavarilieludvesms tandwandn uagnisyfidn i fon anuduiul
] 14 v ]
nudnuuazmsldanumnefodenn @ madefugamiehl msdhdmiwensiduiiaaiu dldgaam

1 b ]
uansmedany  uagvesinmeswldfidafunnlnifusomien dafudulwesnsnizaeiau

a

tnliumiteussdlsznevddnyiozsihifussgdems 1d8TnedndduluuSnunauy





