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Abstract

The 3 main objectives of this independent study are:

1. To learn about the causes of delays in persecution of criminal cases at
Chiang Mai provincial court.

2. To learn whether criminal cases at Chiang Mai provincial court are
prosecuted up to the standard as written in the B.E. 2540 Constitution and
in accordance with the principles of human rights.

3. To gather data and information from this study to make recommendations to
improve the operation of Chiang Mai provincial court in order {o insure
justice in the society and to instill faith in judicial institution.

The study usés field research methodology to gather data and information from
various groups of people who are related to the prosecution of criminal cases at
Chiang Mai provincial court, such as judges, state attorneys, witnesses who are
policemen, investigation officers, defendants and lawyers and general public. These
targeted samples are divided into 3 groups with a total number of 140 cases.

The study's hypotheses are that court's adjournment in testifying a witness of
criminal cases is the prime factor of prosecution delays. in addition, the new regulation
as stipulated by the new constitution, which regulates that there must be two judges
would cause further delays in the prosecution of criminal cases. Moreover, the

attempts of Chiang Mai judges to supervise that human rights of the suspects are



honored would be ancther cause of delays and economic losses in criminal
prosecution.

The study finds that the major cause of delay in prosecution of criminal cases
come from adjournments as requested by judges, state aftorneys, witnesses,
defendants and lawyers. In addition, the sending of topics to be investigated at other
courts and the interrogation of witnesses whose age does not exceed 18 years,are
another cause of delays in prosecution of criminal cases.

The provision of having 2 judges to preside as a panel and must have
continuous session is found to be a new system that can consider data and information
‘with more scrunity than in the past. The adjournments consume as much time as in the
previous system. As for prosecution and commuting expenses, it is found that the
expenses do not exceed 500 baht of which witnesses pay their own expenses. But for
the defendantis, they must pay for their lawyers which is a loss in economic terms.

The 3 rgcommendations to redress the problems which are: policy criented
guideline, the committeé should coordinate judicial processes with the restructuring of
judicial organs in order to create unity; operation oriented guidedances should be
more strict in giving permission to adjournments; and Academic orientedguidedances
-should make law amendments 1o be in line with the present quantity of criminal cases.

If the above improvements have been made, there should not be any delays in

persecution of criminal cases in the future.





