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Abstract

The 3 main objectives of this independent study are:

1. To learn about knowledge and understanding of small farmers towards the government’s
3-year debt suspension policy.

2. To learn about the small farmer’s levels of satisfaction toward this 3-year debt suspension
policy.

3. To learn about problems and obstacles of the 3-year debt suspension policy.

The study uses questionnaires and interviews to gather data and information from 200
small farmers who are clients of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and live
in Pa Daet District, Chiang Rai Province. The gathered data are analysed by the computerized
program of SPSS/ Windows and by statistical techniques of percentage, frequencies, mean and
weighted average.

The study finds that:
1. On general information: A large percentage of the bank’s clients who join the
government 3- year debt suspension program are male with married status and have primary

cducation. They are small farmers and cattle raisers; most of whom have low, unstable and



insufficient income. Therefore, their loan debt is a heavyl burden. They know about the 3-year
debt suspension program from T.V. broadcasts and from their village leaders. Most of them have
understanding of the objectives of the program and have expectations to participate in agricultural
recovery program after the 3-year debt suspension has been approved. It is also expected that the
3-year debt suspension would allow them to reinvest and earn sufficient additional income to pay
the debt and have a better standard of living,

2. As for the levels of satisfaction of the samples towards the 3-year debt suspension
program, it is found that there are 3 levels of satisfaction which are:

A. Exceptionally satisfied by having 3-year debt suspension from paying interest and receive
an increment of 1 % of interest when open a deposit account with the bank.

B. Mostly satisfied by having the services of the bank personnel and agricultural promotion
officials and entitled to join agricultural recovery program when the 3-year debt suspension
program ends.

C. Moderately satisfied by having occupational development and have 3 years of saving from
selling agricultural products and will be able to pay back the debts.

3. The study has the following recommendations to increase efficiency and effectiveness of
the policy:

A. The government should promote coordination between public and private organizations in
order to give marketing assistance.

B. The government should provide sufficient budget to support agricultural recovery program
at the end of the 3-year debt suspension.

C. The government should assign a government agency to develop agricultural products with
continuity and consistency.

D. The government should promote cthics among small farmers in order to have more
conscience on monetary discipline and dependability.

E. The government should give financial support to small farmers to enable them to attend the
bank’s program on development of capacities and quality of life in order to insure

sustainable development and a better life quality.



