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Abstract

This study is about responses of fishers and their contestation for legitimacy in
obtaining access to fishery resources in Tonle Sap Lake in Cambodia under the
context of exclusion by the fishing policy. It explores the complexity of the social
relations articulated by various actors in competing for gaining access to fish
resources. Major findings in relation to this are as follows:

Fishing tenure and fishing practices of each scale of fisher (small-scale,
medium-scale, and large-scale) in the study area are diverse and adaptive to the
ecological conditions of Tonle Sap Lake. Fishers have adapted very well to the
ecological conditions of the particular parts of the lake they belong to. Various
situated indigenous knowledge of the fishers about the complex ecology of the lake, .
have rendered them capable and skilled to develop and choose fishing equipment
appropriate to the specific situation. They seem to be quite knowledgeable about the
locations and times that each type of equipment should be used for catching certain
kinds of fish.

This study also found that this exclusion of fishing policy this In an attempt to
generate state revenue and improve its economy, Cambodia has stepped up its
economic reform towards pursuing an open market economy and an integration with
the regional and global economy. The moves have brought an important challenge to
Cambodia as to what measures and policies need to be taken to manage each potential
sector that provides substantial revenue and impetus for the improvement of the
national economy. In the field of fishery resource management, Cambodia has opted
for a unilinear fishing management policy or a single fishing management policy in
which greater authority is earmarked for only a handful of the Cambodian elite--lot
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owners—and leaves little room for the small-and medium-scale fishers to meet their
basic needs. The marginalization from fishery resources of a huge number of local
fishers living around the Tonle Sap Lake, as in the cases found in this study, has
created many conflicts and resulted in violence. The findings of this study suggests
that there is an urgent need for a change in the fishing policy if the conflicts and
violence are to abate. The change will have to be made in such a fashion that people’s
access to fishery resources for their subsistence needs is securely insured.

In order to sustain their livelihoods within this conflicted enclosure, the
marginalized fishers have to be more flexible in adopting various important strategies:
individual strategies and collective strategies.

An individual strategy is usually opted for depending upon individual
conditions and circumstances. It is evident that the more restricted the access to the
fishing system, the more complex the social relations are. A complex set of different
strategies and tactics developed and adopted by individual fishers is mainly found in
the form of articulating social relations either among the kinship group or with moy
and influential figures or a combination of both. Khnong and khser are very essential
for fishers. The study findings reveal that these kinds of social relations and
interactions may help, to some extent, improve a fishers access to fishery resources.
However, it should not be considered as a realistic solution for distributing resources
among stakeholders. Because it was found that only a limited number of fishers,
namely, wise fishers, can benefit while the majority remain disadvantaged. To better
the sharing of resources in the rural community, the revitalization and practice of a
‘moral code’ culture, which can create an atmosphere of cooperation and mutual
interest, can be a promising option.

A collective strategy is adopted by fishers when conflicts reach their peaks.
The cases in this study clearly reveal a certain kind of local movement, response and a
sense of cooperation among fishers towards fighting for a better existence with esteem
and for demanding for government back up in strengthening their power. The
government, therefore, should step into this situation if it wants to evade serious
problems and consequences that may arise from this local movement. The
government should engage itself by helping fishers to set up a fishery management
community, With this kind of formal institutional arrangement, it is expected that not
only fishers’ bargaining power process would be well enhanced but also a sustainable
fishery management could be applied in the country.
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