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Abstract

This thesis is an anthropological study on the dynamics of conflicting access to forest land in
the context of the state intervention to control. over resources in local areas through the
development process. The concept of power relations is used as a theoreticat framework in order to
study the conditions of conflicting access to forest land, its characteristic, and capability of the
community to cope with it.

The study has found that the conflicting access to forest land is a result of the extension of
state power to control over and manage 1o natural resources in local areas. The process of rural
development brings about 2 modes of ownership existing within community; the first one is a
private property, of which natural resources is controlled by state and private agency for commercial
purpose, another one is a communal property, of which natural resources is controlled by customary
rules for survival. The conflict between the state and local community occurs due to the state has
excluded traditional rights from accessibility to forest.

The dynamics of conflicting access to forest land is a result of competing of varied social
groups to control of access in changing situations. In the context of commoditization of land tenure,
the “Local-powers group”, who is a collective of clientship and close to capitalists outside, tries to
commodify forest land. The “Community-powers group” , who is a collective of the poor whose
their life depending on healthy forest, insists to preserve forest land as a communal property by
establishing a community forest.

Since the state declared a conservation policy to lend itself a legittimacy to intensively control

over forest land, local people who have been marginalized cooperated to compete to state power.



They created conservation activities to signify their conservationist status in order o show their
capability to control aver and manage to resources and to ask for the state to approve the draft of
community forest law for a new law.

The dynamics of conflicting access to forest tand is also a result of competing between the
rich and the poor within community 1o make a legitimacy to control of access. The conflict which
has occurred continuously in changing situations becomes a force to push the community to learn
more about its problems and capacity. The community response to conflicts can be seen as a re-
construction of community powers to cope with powers from outside. It makes a space for the poor
and marginalized to participate and negotiate in order to seeking for solutions bn which their interest

could be seen in the new regulation.




