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Abstract

The Thesis is an anthropological study of an Akha community and its cultural
adaptation to changes. in order to understand the articulation of Christian doctrine in the
Akha' s cosmology, the study analyzes the dialogues and actions in daily life of the
Akha. Moreover, the interpretation of rituals is necessary for understanding their thought.
The theoretical framework is shaped by three main approaches. The first approach is
concemed with the cultural adaptation of the community confronting with changes
stemming from the outside. The second approach focuses on the reproduction of ethnic
identity and the thrid is concerned with the relationship between religious ideology and

cultural adaptation.

The socio-economic changes taken place within the past several decades
have brought a great deal of changes in the way people think and feel about their lives.
~ The knowledge providing meanings for the Akha world is no longer adequate in
explaining new experiences. Thus, the other mode of thinking that can provide more
suitable meanings for their present life is needed. The Akha have tumed to the Christian

doctrine in the process of cultural adaptation.



The study contends that the Akha have selected the Christian meanings to
articulate with their traditional beliefs and aiso rearticulated them. Then, their new
explainable meanings for their present life is initiated. In the rearticulation process, the
Christian Akha have taken the value of “freedom” in Christianity to free themseives from
the traditional Akha law. Thus, their sociocultural life can be adapted in the midst of
radical changes. Moreover, they still continue the Akhahood by adhering to the rules of
descent which place themselves in the patrilineages. They have chosen the ritual forms
to release the conflict in their way of thinking by relating to the ancestral spirits within
their patrilineages. The adaptive ritual still attaches to the Akha traditions. The
articulation and rearticulation between traditional and Christian beliefs and rituals have

enabled to Akha to reproduce their sense of ethnic identity.



