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Abstract

This study has three main objectives. The first one is to obtain the basic data on
physical ,biological and socio - economic aspects of the people in the study area. The second
objective is to study and analyse landuse patterns and their influencing factors. The third one
is to analyse the landuse suitability in study area. ILWIS programme was used to assess the
physical suitability. Percentage distribution and Chi-square Test were used for analysing of the

guantitative data.

Findings from the study suggest dividing the area into five zones,namely, (1) strict
nature zone , (2) conservation zone , (3) recovery zone , (4) buffer zone and {5} exclusive zone. In
doing land suitability classification in the exclusive zone , four main factors : direct distance
from the water source, accessibility , slope and vegetation land cover. When vegetation land
cover was taken into consideration, the resuit of the study indicate that 23.34 percent of the
exclusive zone is most appropriate for cultivation, 8.3 percent was found moderate and 11.88
percent was classified as less appropriate. However,when vegetation land cover was not taken
into consideration, 45.60 percent of the exclusive zone was found most appropriate while 13.32

percent and 8.84 percent were found moderate and less appropriate,respectively.



