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ABSTRACT

This thesis employs sociological and anthropological methods to
acquire quantitative and qualitative data. It is designed to understand
historical development in terms of economic and social relationship
patterns of peasants in order to analyze their adaptation and change
under modern economic system, utilizing the following concepts :

1. The transition of marginal capitalist countries into capitalist
system

2. The organization of social relationship in uspouse to economic

change



The change of production modes fromn production for subsistence
to cash crop plantation gave rise to the emergence of economic classes,
such as capitalist merchants, rich farmers, middle-class farmers, poor
farmers, etc. As of Ban Huai peasants, it is found that the production
for commercial purpose is currently oriented towards the use of intensive
capital. A wealthy peasant, who used to have access to, and to possess,
production equipment, particularly farmland, is able to adapt effectively
to producing cash crop. But poor farmers, who have no access to it, are
unable to adapt effectively to modern production system although they
are allocated five rai of farmland each under the auspices of the
government land reform project. Its failure is also ascribed to the poor
condition of land and scarcity of water, which is not vital to agricultural
production at all.

The above-mentioned conditions forced peasants to try adapt
themselves by creating occupational diversification for their survival, such
as relying on natural resource, farming on their own land, handicraft
home industry, other farming and industrial employment, etc.
Meanwhile, industrial development is concentrating on advantageous
competitions, which is based on cheap labor. Such employment is mostly
a piecemeal work, thereby peasants are unable to adapt to the state of
full-time labor owing to employment instability in industrial sector. It is
also due to the fact that production system in industrial sector partiaily
changed its production structure, emphasizing distribution of risks and
reduction of production cost through sub-contract system and introducing
it into Ban Huai, such as garment producing, ornament making
sub-contract, etc.

Such employment patterns keep most peasants remained in their
community instead of migrating to live permanently in town. This study

revealed that 87.27% of peasants live in their community and realy on a



variety of household jobs. But their main income is derived from an off-
farm employment. According to this study, peasants earned baht 28,380
per household from off-farm employment or 82.5% of their total annual
income, while annual earnings from their own farming activities are
accounted for baht 6,025 or 17.5% of their total annual income.

Based on studying the adaptation capabilities of households with
different backgrounds, it is found that a group of affluent peasants who
upgraded themselves through their access to production means are able
to adapt to a good number of occupations, both farm and off-farm, better
than the middle-class and the poor peasants. Peasant households of the
rich group earned totally baht 76,661 from all annual occupation, out of
which baht 63,237 is derived from off-farm employment; the middie-class
earned totally baht 29,806', out of which baht 23,586 is accounted for
off-farm employment; the poor peasants received baht 22,434 from
off-farm employment.

In addition to access to important production means in both
farm and off-farm production such as land, capital, technology, and
labor skills through both formal and informal education, it is discovered
that access to patron-clients relationship has become a significant
condition for adaptation of peasants in various groups. Rich peasants are
able to access to external patrons such as factory owners, plowing
machine owners, money-lenders, land speculators, officials, politicians,
etc., through which they are able to adapt themselves better than other
groups. Rich peasants and some of the middle class have to establish
some sort of patron-client relationship with poor farmers as strategy for
labor control in order to respond to production system in various
occupations such as patron-client relationship in hire labor group,

patron-clients relationship in contracted sewing group, etc.



The state of community has changed from consanguine or village
group to the complex one such as the group of hires labor, land brokers,
home-industry handicrafts producing, etc. It is due to the fact that such
group has continuous interactions and group control procedures.

Under such changes of production and occupation structure,
though most peasant households remained a temporarily extended family
as in the past, formal authority in controlling and taking care of
household members is mobilized into milieu of external control because
production units have to step up relationship with outsiders, including
both farm and off-farm production.

Therefore, the adaptation of peasants in modern economic system
is viewed as a change to the process of more capability deprivation of
personal production confrol. At the same time, peasants have diversified
occupations in order to ensure their living under the circumstances that
they are unable to rely on either of them as a stable job. They are also
forced to enter vertical vertical patron-client relationship network with
those who have better economic and social status, and likewise
established horizontal relationship with the group of households,
relatives, and those who have the same occupation with similar status in

order to build up their stability in modern career pursuits.



