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Abstract

The study of land management under contract farming in the case
of cash crop farmer in Mae Wang branch district, Chiang Mai province has
utilized sociological and anthropological method in the analysis of social
relations of production between farmar and various groups of capital owners
and the state during the transition to the capitalist system which can be
identified by the changes from the formal to the real subsumption of
lsbour to capital. The analysis was carried out through 3 conceptual
frameworks as follows: first, the transition to capitalist production in
agriculture, second, the relationship between peasants and various groups
of capital owners and third, the access to and the control of resources in
the peasant society.

The study found that the contract farming system in the case of
onion productions in Mae Wang branch district was introduced through the
expansion of world capitalist system in Thailand with an aim of having Thail
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agriculture as a source of materials to meet the need of foriegn industries
and to serve as markets for developed countries. The important outcomes can
be briefly summurized as follows:

First, the contract farming is a from of the relationship that
exists in a transition from an agriculture society to capitalist system.
The capital owners normally exploit such the relationship as a mean to
control peasant productions without taking direct management. of the land in
from a bis plantation. The main reason for this is that the communal
management, of land, water, and labour by the peasant is such a positive
condition that the capital owners cannot offord to ignore. Two of types
contract farming are found; traditional and formal one. In both types of
contract, by taking control of some production inputs and warket the
capital owners can force farmers to produce according to their need and
condition.

Secondly, the contrac£ farming is a form of exploitative
relationships between capital owners and farmers that was developed out of
the patronage system in the Northern Thai peasant society. The farmer in
this system have to rely on the capital owners as their patron for both
capital and an access to the market which put thé famers in to such a
disadvantageous position that they have to continue self exploitation for
their survival.

Thirdly, farmer under contract system have developed several
adaptive strategies to free themselve from the cycle of dependency and
exploitation which can be identified as follows: the strategy is considered
a horizontal stuggle in a sense that they either have to cooperate among
themselve or +to adjust individual strategies'as a means to reduce their
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risk and the pressure from the capital owners. These strategies are carried
out through the adaptive use of technology , time adjustment of land use to
meet. the capital owner’s need of produce and abandoment of subsistence
production. The second strategy is in a form of vertical struggle +to
adjust the production relations between farmer and capital owners through
organized political bargaining and collective effort in the accumulation of
capital. These strategies, however, did not free farmers from the cycle of
dependency and exploitation. On the contrary, farmers were forced to rely
on self-exploitation which can be seen clealy in their adjustment of water
and labour management that resulted in increasing conflict of resource use
among farmer themselves.

Forth, for +the farmers to be free from the control of capital
owners, conditions that are conducive to the farmer’s bargaining power have
to be promoted, especially with the state’s support and through.
strenghtening of farmer’s: organization in their direct contrel of

production inputs and market.



