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Abstract

This study of "The Role of Social Networks in Labor Circulation
to Malaysia: A Case Study of Cha Rang Village, Yaring District, Pattani
Province" was conducted for the purpose of 1) studying what role social
networks have in labor circulation to Malaysia, and 2) how the income
from going to work in Malaysia is used.

The fleld survey method was used in this study. The uniﬁ
of analysis was all villagers who circulated to Malaysia from January
December 1988. _Discriptive Stat. istics were principally used in this
study.

This study found that social networks do play a role in labor
circulation to Malaysia. Their function is to serve as sources of
,1nfdrmation about work conditions and other conditions at the
destination places. This includes the Jjobs they will undertake, the

lengthsdistance in going to work, the nature of the work, wages,




hiring proceedures, benefits they will receive (lodging, food, medical
care), method of travel, travel costs, and other costs, as well as
sdurces of Jobs or the community at the destination places. Social
networks also serve to assist in finding work, obtaining lodging, in
terms of finances, and in household upkeep. The assistance afforded
in these areas facilitates and reduces uncertainty in labor
circulation.

The used of money earned in Malaysia was classified as
follows: 1. consumption 2. payment of debt 3. saving by buying
Jewelry and 4. investment in making a living. It was found that most
of the money is spent on household Qonsumption, with only a little used
for investment. The circulators used monéy earned in Malaysia mostly
for basis necessities, such as rice, fresh and dried food, clothing,
medicine. The funds earned from labor circulation to Malaysia, thus,
were important to their livelihood because they were mostly used for
basic necessities. Without this income, the labor circulators would

face problems in making a living.



