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ABSTRACT 

 

The behavioral studies of Assamese macaques at Tham Pla Temple, Chaing Rai Province 

from February 2009 to January 2010 revealed that there were four groups of macaques.            

The population number counted directly varied in each month between 130 to 163 individuals.    

The� V W�X"YZ�[� YV� ZX�\"Y!� V]� ���!� ���^["!_� � \WY`� `aZ"!_� `�]� \"� � �CD3CC� \Y� BG3CCWZ3#�
Z �a[\"!_� "!� 14,714 `�\�� ^Y"!\�3� besting was the most common behavior (29.3%) followed by 

feeding (22.7%), traveling (16.2%), grooming (13.2%), playing (12.3%), aggression (3.6 %) and 

sexual behavior (2.7%).  Their behavior varied in each month.  Resting was highest in December, 

feeding was highest in March and traveling was highest in January.  Tham Pla temple is a popular 

tourist spot. Therefore, the macaques interacted with many groups of humans such as tourists, 

monks, merchants and local people.  Most of the tourists visited the temple to watch, give food, 

take pictures and video of the macaques and sometimes chase the monkeys away when their 

belongings were stolen. The macaques consumed more food from human (61.7%) including 

peanuts, bananas, bread and rice. They also consumed natural food (38.3%) 

including c"_, \���Z"!`

 

, wild mango as well as other natural food such as termites and caterpillars.                  

The macaques spent different time at various niches such as on the trees (37.5%), on the ground 

(29%), at different buildings (25.2%), on the mountain (6.3%) and at the stream (2%). 

 


