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Abstract

An ethnobotanical study of Lua or Lawa in Royal Project areas, Mae Hong Son Province,
was conducted to investigate comparative traditional usages of plants between 2 Lua villages: Ban
Dong in Hui Hom subdistrict, Mae La Noi district, and Ban Om Pai, Pa Pae subdistrict, Mae Sa
Riang district. Another purpose of the study was to search for some plants with economic
potentials. The information should also be useful for further research beneficial to the local
communities. Selected Lua people with knowledge of plants and their usages were interviewed.
Plant parts were collected for taxonomic identification and herbarium specimen, The specimens
were then compared with those at the Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden and Department of Biology,
Chiang Mai University, Herbaria. The study was done between November 2002 to November
2003. Data were collected bimonthly.

The resuits indicated 110 families, 231 genera, and 302 species of plants vsed by the 2
Lua villages. The plants were classified into 5 groups (some species can be used for more than one
purposes) according to their usages, i.e. food plants, medicinal plants, utensil plants, housing
plants and plants for other purposes. For example, the boiled stem of Vernonia sp. and
Pericampylus macrophyllus Forman are used for relieving body pain. Some species are used as
utensil. Bark of Phrynium imbricatum Roxb. is used to make traditional mat. Some local species

that are planted in shifting cultivated area every year are Cucumis satava L. and Elsholizia



communis (Collett & Hemsley) Diels. Both are used as food. Soybean (Glycine max (L.) Merr.) is
used to make ferment bean. It is used in cooking by the Lua for a long time. Ripened fruits of
Embelia sessiliflora Kurz and Carallia brachiata (Lour.) Merr. are sour in taste, which should be
used as raw materials for wine making. Camellia pleurocarpa (Gagnep.) Sealy was also found in
Ban Dong areas. It bears fruits every year. It is in the same genus as tea oil (Camellia oleifera
Abel)., Tt should be studied and promoted as oil plant (tea oil). Finally, Rhus javanica

L.var.chinensis (Mill.) T. Yamaz. is normally used in ceremonies by the Lua.



