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ABSTRACT

The study of the ecology and behavior of a group of white-handed gibbons at Tham Nam
Lod Wildlife Conservation Development and Extension Center, Mae Hong Son Province was
carried out from September 1999 to August 2000. Altogether there were three wild individuals
comprising an adult female, a juvenile, and an infant living together with a semi-provisioned
released adult male. These four animals foraged in a total area of about ten hectares. The three
wild ones ranged about eight hectares while the provisioned one ranged only five hectares. The
ranges of the two adults overlap in only three hectares. There were 25 sleeping trees recorded.
The gibbons were not observed to use sleeping trees of the previous nights. Forty species of food
plants out of 23 fanﬂliés were recorded. The animals fed on flowers, young leaves, synconia
leaves and fruits. Fruits were the major food item for the gibbons while the figs were the primary
food item when other fruit were unavailable. The daily activities comprise resting (34%),
traveling (28%), feeding (27%), calling (6%), playing (3 %), grooming and defecation (1%).
Moreover, other behaviors that included agonism, family formation, mating, parental care, and

grouping, were also observed.



