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Abstract

An Ethnobotanical study of the Hill Tribes in Kaenoy’s and Nongkheuw’s
Royal Project in Chiang Mai, has been conducted through the ftribes: Kachin,
Lawa, Red Mussoe (Lahu Nyi), Black Mussoe (Lehu Na) and Yunnanese
Chinese, these aiming to record and to compare the tradidonal = usage of
plants consumed in their daily life. The data included all plants that have been
used for generations. Bthnobotanical data were compiled from the interview
through a hill trbe interpreter. Material were simply classified iato 5 groups
according to their usage ie. medicinal  plants, edible plants, housing plants,
economic plants and plants of miscellaneous uses. Specimens were collected
and photographed for the taxonomic identification, this by available references
and comparision of specimens through Herbarium, Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden,
and rechecked by specialists. The specimens were deposited at the EBthnobotanical
Research Section, Faculty of Sceince, Chiang Mai University. Study areas

covered Kaenoy’s and Nongkheuw’s Royal Project at Mhu 1 and 2 Thambol



Muang Na, Chiang Dao district, Chiang Mai province. The period of study
was from June 1994 - October 1995.

The result indicates 91 families, 204 genera and 264 species were employed
by Kachin, Lawa, Red Mussoe, Black Mussoe and Yumnanese Chinese, Some
interesting plants are Polygonum paleaceum Wall, for their  edible root to
antidysentery. Black Mussoe uses stern of Swertia angustifolia Ham. boiled
in water and drink for antimalaria. Lawa and Yumnanese Chinese used
root of Canpa edulis Kerr crushed into a powder and mixed in water and drink
for tonic. Black Mussoe alsc used root of Asparagus filicinus Buch. - Ham
mixed with water or alcohol for the same result. Interesting plants of
miscellaneous used were Lobelia sp. of which Lawa, used for animal poison,
Red and Black Mussoe used Buddleja asiatica Lour. for soap. Yunnanese
Chinese believed that to grow I[mpatiens balsamina Linn. in their house could

protect them from snake.



