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Abstract

This study was carried out to investigate the behaviour of two groups of mahouts, Karen and

Thai. Eighty-six mahouts from three places, Taeng-daw Elephant Training Center, Pong Yaeng Elephant
Camp, Chiang Mai and the Elephant Conservation Center, Lampang were observed and interview. The
method of caring for and communication with elephant as well as cultures and traditions of the mahouts
were recorded. The motivation of the behaviours of mahouts were also analysed. It was found that
Karen mahouts have a long-time relation with elephants from childhood, but they do not take care of
elephants as a permanent job. Most of them take care of elep_hanis after the agricultural season. At the
Elephant Corservation Center, the mahout were wood cutters. They are mahouts as a permanent job

because of the high income. To communicate with elephants, both




Karen and Thai have special language. They use about 24 commands which are not different between
Karen and Nothern Thai mahouts, but different slightly from Central Thai mahouts. The analysis of
motivations of behaviours showed that Thai mahouts have higher motivation of working and human

relationship, while Karen mahouts have higher aggression to be elephants.






