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Abstract

The study of all behavior patterns from 22 lesser whistling ducks (Dendrocygna javanica)
were carried out both on captive animals at Chiang Mai Zoo, and on free-ranging amimals at the
Agricultural Research Station, Mae Hia, Faculty of Agriculture, Chiang Mai University from June
1995 to May 1996. Patterns of general behavior and social behavior were observed and recorded.
It was found that the basic behavior of captive lesser whistling duck was spent in comfort,
locomotion, feeding, and defecating. Lesser whistling duck chose to eat paddy rice more that
vegetables, fruits and fishes. In this study the social and sexual behavior, communication,
aggression, and appeasement of lesser whistling duck was also observed. Behavior patterns of
lesser whistling ducks in the natural state were mainly aggression, alarm waming, locomotion amd
comfort. Sexual behavior was not distinctive. There were more than 100 lesser whistling ducks in
the group. Over 1,000 lesser whistling ducks visited a pond at the Agricultural Research Station,
Mac Hia from December 1995 to May 1996. Behavior patterns of the lesser whistling duck in

captive and in nature were the same.
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