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ABSTRACT

This research examines the education opportunities in secondary school level of the
second generation migrants from Myanmar in Mae Sod district, Tak province. The objectives are:
1) to study the educational patterns in secondary school level for the second generation migrants
from Myanmar in Maesod district, Tak province; 2) to investigate the factors of education
opportunities in secondary school level for the second generation migrants from Myanmar in
Maesod district, Tak province; and 3) to develop and recommend the policy to the responsive
organizations. The research methodology of this study is qualitative research and the research
techniques include collecting data from documents, field works, observations, questionnaires,
formal and informal conversations and in-depth interviews.

The study found that there are 2 main categories of secondary school level education;
mainstream education and informal education. Mainstream education appears as a public schools
which is certified by Ministry of Education. Informal education is known as learning centers that
is arranged by NGOs and provide diverse programs. The advantages of public schools include a
certified certificates, appropriate buildings, qualified teachers, educational materials and
standardized curricula. However, to enroll the public schools, the second generation migrants
should have a certified certificate and fluent in Thai language. Besides the education expenses are
more expensive than learning centers which mostly free of charge.

There are many factors and obstacles that cause the education attainment in secondary

school: 1) Family factors; i.e. background of familys, financial status, and parents’ attitudes to



education; 2) Second generation migrants factors; i.e. second generation migrants’ attitude to
education, position of birth, and sexual attitude; 3) Social factors; i.e. roles of community,
migrants networks, and contributions; 4) School factors; i.e. roles of schools and teachers, and
school limitations; 5) Educational policy factors; i.e. the policy of permission all children to
enroll the public schools, the policy of 15 years free education and the limitation of second
generation’s legal status.

Regarding to this research, the policy recommendations can be addressed that are:
1) government should support the 15 years free education continuously; 2) improve the
knowledge of the educational policy to educational staffs; 3) promote and support the students
who cannot enroll public schools and learning centers to study in the Non-formal and Informal
Education; 4) develop a method to give the certified certificates to the students of learning centers
5) improve a academic cooperations between public schools and learning centers 6) develop the

process to participate in the student loan scheme for non-Thai students.



