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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study and analyze the advantages and
disadvantages of sub-district headman election format after the change in method and process of
sub-district headman election under the Provincial Affairs Law (Number 11) of B.E. 2551; to
investigate the impacts of the change in method and process of sub-district headman election
format on people’s participation in Sanpatong District, Chiang Mai Province; and to suggest
methods and approaches in promoting people’s participation in response to the change of the local
leader election. Data were collected through questionnaires from 395 people from Sanpatong
District, Chiang Mai Province and through interview schedules and in-depth interviews from 10
village headmen and 5 sub-district headmen. Findings indicated that:

According to the interview with village and sub-district headmen, it was found that the
advantages of sub-district headman election format after the change in method and process of
sub-district headman election format under the Provincial Affairs Law (Number 11) of B.E. 2551
were the saving of the country’s fiscal budget; the rapid election process; and the prevention of
conflicts that could be able to happen in the sub-district. ~However, there were some
disadvantages. To clarify, people were not able to elect the sub-district headman. The sub-
district headman election was the secret ballot obstructing the opportunity for people to follow
and inspect. It was also easeful for vote buying.

With regard to people’s participation after the sub-district headman election under the
Provincial Affairs Law of B.E. 2457 (Number 11, B.E. 2551), it showed that 68.9 % took part in

following the sub-district headman’s performance in terms of community development. People



also paid attention to keep up with the information on sub-district headman election and observed
the sub-district headman’s work behavior. On the contrary, the researcher found that most of the
people did not participate both in inspecting the sub-district headman’s work and in setting,
supporting and assisting for budget in the community development.

Additionally, the study pointed out that the change in method and process of sub-district
headman election affecting people’s participation in Sanpatong District. Particularly the setting
of sub-district headman positioning period until 60 years old obstructed the opportunity of people
who were competent to be people’s representatives or people who wanted to work for the locality.
The sub-district headman election was secretly voted resulting to the information concealment
and the obstruction of people’s opportunity to be aware even though the sub-district headman was
the important local leader. For that reason, it deprived people’s right in compliance with the
democracy system.

In views of methods and approaches in promoting people’s participation in response to
the change of the local leader election, associated organizations should consider in revising and
reviewing sub-district headman election due to the Provincial Affairs Law (Number 11) of B.E.
2551 by allowing voters to vote for their sub-district headman. This was to develop people’s
participation in concrete and in line with the democracy system principle. Besides, the cognitive
understanding in sub-district headman election should be demonstrated to people extensively in
order to open an opportunity for people to express their opinions and to perceive information

about sub-district headman election.



