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ABSTRACT

This is a study of provincial-level local and govenment under the directly-elected chief
executive form: a case study of the provicial administrative organization (PAO), Phrae Province.
Tt has the following objectives: 1) to study the politics and the political competition after the
election; 2) to study the administration of the provincial administrative organization in the
directly-elected chief executive form; 3) to study and analyse the efficiency of the PAO
administration and also political participation of people in the directly-elected chief executive
form; and 4) to study the administration of the PAO in the directly-elected chief executive form
and to find ways to improve the system.

The study is based on the data collected from 400 samples questionnaires. It also
employs the quantitative approach based on the in-depth interviews of 25 politicians and
government officials.

The results of the study revealed that:

1. The race of the election of the directly-elected chief executive form was more active
because it was the direct election of the executive by local people. Voters were able to choose the
PAO chief. There were 5 candidates and the campaigns were intense. It was the competition over
policies and also the candidates to be chief executive and the deputy chief executives. Moreover,
the participation of the national-level party in this election made the campaign much more

competitive.




2. The directly-elected chief executive was able to implement policies promised in the
campaign and was able to initiate and conduct projects responsive to the needs of voters and
communities.

3. The directly-elected chief executive form, with clear division of the legislative and
executive works, has brought about the efficiency in the administration. It also enables the chief
.executive to act independently, to decrease the interference from the assembly, to enhance
efficiency of administration, and to bring about administrative stability and continuity. However,
the monitoring and checking of the administration were not active since most members of the
legislative assembly and the executive belong to the same group,

4., The directly-elected chief executive form was found to be an appropriate
administration. It has created efficiency and a stable administration and also greater community
development. The political participation of people in election was higher. However political
participation in other cases was rather weak.

5. In order to build up efficiency of the administration of the directly-elected chief
executive form, the local people should be educated to understand the structure and
administration of the PAO, and strengthen their political participation, especially in monitoring
the administration.

Moreover, the PAO of Phrae Province should promote people and all organizations
to think, proceed, evaluate and monitor the administration of the PAO. Meanwhile, there should
be meetings among members of offices, local organizations and people to foster greater

participation in local development.




