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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to examine the processes and methods of
archacological monuments management by the relevant public and private sectors as well as
Buddhist monks; 2) to investigate people’s knowledge and understanding in managing
archaeological monuments; 3) to analyze processes and mechanisms of people’s participation in
managing archaeological monuments; and 4) to identify problems and obstacles of people’s
participation in managing archaeological monuments.

Quantitative data were collected through questionnaire from 399 people living in
Muang district and Pasang district while qualitative data were collected through interviews from
government officials, private workers, Buddhist monks, local intellectuals and people taking part
in digging and reporting problems found with the archaeological monuments.

The findings could be summarized as follows:

1) When problems or any incidents happened in archaeological monument areas, the
Eighth Archaeology Regional Office of Chiang Mai would be the major organization solving the
problems by surveying the old condition and the background and studying for the restoring
approaches. It would be then publicized for peoples and other organizations’ understanding how
to restore a previous condition as much as possible. The Haripunchai National Museum,
Lamphun province, constantly surveyed the archaeological monuments in Lamphun in order to
set up the archaeological monuments database system for suitable management approaches. The

Lamphun Provincial Culture Office established the Local Cultural Surveillance Center and to



assign the local volunteers to protect cultural and arts heritage. Lamphun Office of Public Works
and Town & Country Planning designated the old city areas in Lamphun, except Pasang District,
and prepared the whole city planning. Lamphun Natural Environment and Local Arts Reserve
Unit collected the ancient remains database and publicize about the environmental and fine arts
conservation, historical places preservation and historical areas survey to general public. The
local government organizations were in charge of overseeing the archaeological places, objects,
museums and archives. Moreover, they were also responsible for informing and reporting
problems or incidents occurring in the ancient remains to relevant agencies and supporting budget
for searching, digging, and restoring them.

Regarding the repair, reconstruction and restoration of archaeological monuments in
temples, some temples arranged the meeting for local people to help together in resolving
problems. If there was a problem occurred with the archaeological monuments, for instance,
breaking or collapse, the temples would inform the relevant organizations or the temples would
restore by themselves if there was no support from the related government organizations.

Furthermore, Lamphun Culture and Arts Network, the private sector, was responsible
for preserving, promoting and supporting the community activities concerning the group
gathering for overseeing and improving the historical remains in their community. Before the
Shergreen Company, the archaeological study and work company, studying or repairing the
historical monuments, the company would inform local people to understand and accept.

2) Generally, most people got knowledge and understanding in archaeological
monuments management in the medium level. This was because the government agencies
providing the activities to promote the archaeological monuments protection and management
spirit in minimal and inconsistently.

3) Process and mechanisms, created by the government and private sectors, provided
opportunities for people to participate in archaeological monument management in the medium
level. To clarify, the opportunity for people to take part in managing the historical monuments
was limited because only the leaders and community committee were invited for meetings,
seminars and training courses. However, after Lamphun began to carry out the Heritage Project,

the public and private sectors as well as the people organization sector in Lamphun started to



promote a sense of participatory conservation spirit, for instance, surveying the historical remains,
joining in searching and digging.

4) There were problems and obstacles in people’s participation in archaeological
monuments administration. To illustrate, people believed that they did not have adequate
knowledge to engage in the management. They thought that it was not their duties too. People
also lacked of possessive and reserved spirit for the historical monuments. Finally, the
administration in archacological monuments management by associated agencies was not widely

known by people.



