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ABSTRACT

This study is aimed 1) to study the evolution of communication state enterprises
privatization policy-making process in Thailand 2) to study communication state enterprises
privatization policy-making content and 3) to analyze the role of policy stakeholders and
determinants that affect ecommunication state enterprises privatization policy. It is a
documentary research and the data is analyzed by content analysis.

The study results can be summarized as follow: the communication state enterprises
privatization policy, increasing the private sector in telecommunication through BTO (build-
transfer-operate) concessions, was arisen to solve the scarcity of basic telecommunication
services during B.E. 2529-2531. The governments tended to set many kinds of
telecommunication service to be free from monopolized state enterprisess during the modern
international trade from B.E. 2535 to 2540. There are four perspectives to liberalize state
enterprises provision as follow 1) to announce Privatization law that cancelled the monopoly of
state enterprisess, and provided licensing system processes 2) to set the regulatory body, and
appointed the committee which free from political intervention to regulate competition 3) to
provide legal framework to enable state enterprisess by corporatized TOT and CAT as public
limited company (plec.) and 4) to turn concessions into the mutual compensation between state
enterprisess and concessionaires

According to the problems that led governments to liberalize telecommunication service

provision during B.E. 2540 — 2549 are 1) the economic crisis and the collapse of Thailand‘s



monetory market in B.E. 2540 2) the outcomes from participating in the negotiation group on
basic telecommunication of GATS and 3) the legally enforcement of Article 40 in new
constitution B.E. 2540 to perform the new radio wave allocating system. The privatization policy-
making progress had been done smoothly when, Thaksin Shinawatra, a telecom billionaire, and
his Thai Rak Thai party in the house during B.E. 2544 — 2549. His power is more advantageous
than the others, General Chawalit Yongchaiyutt or Chuen Leekpai, that refer to the constituitional
consent, the needs of foreign direct investment (FDI) and stock investment, and the political role
of economic elites had developed ultimately, performing the party, through election system.
Nevertheless, the stakeholders dominated the policy-making decision were the service providers
in private sector, the state enterprises’s officers as the labour unions, technocrats and NGOs in

mass communication.



