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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to study border trade’s evolution in Chiang
Khong District, Chiang Rai Province; 2) to study border trade’s patterns in Chiang Khong
District, Chiang Rai Province; 3) to study border trade’s problems in Chiang Khong District,
Chiang Rai Province; and 4) to study border trade’s impact on communities in Chiang Khong
District, Chiang Rai Province. Populations included community leaders / elders, governmental /
non-governmental officials, shop owners, consumers and locals of Chiang Khong. The research
instruments were interviews and questionnaires. Data were analyzed by using frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
The results of this research were as follows:
1) Border trade evolution in Chiang Khong district , Chiang Rai province before
B.E. 2532 was risen by exchange goods between Thai and Lao people in this area, most of goods
were mostly agricultural products, handicrafts and products found in mountain forests. Later,
money was used in area, spread goods to another area and extendable trade. From the year 2532 —
2545, which was the period after the formal opening of the border pass and the construction of the
Chiang Khong Harbor, trade was expanded to many places, many building establishments were
built, infrastructure projects were expanded, credits were open but main payments were made in
cash, important merchandise were those of necessities for everyday living. The building of harbor
and deepening of the Mae Khong River received strong objection (protest) by the locals. Trade

began to have a negative effect such as traffic, pollution and Mae Khong River using. After the



opening of the Chiang Khong Harbor until present (2546-2550) the number of cargo ships and
transport trucks in service increased, high incomes from taxes and fees, and trade were risen. But
big cargo ships could not anchor their ships because the deepening of the river by explosion of
small islands was opposed. Attempts have been made to find solution to this problem.

2) Regarding border trade’s pattern, most important exports were consumer goods,
construction materials, fuel, engine, tractors, electrical products and tools. Import goods were
agricultural products, local materials, fishing products and livestock. Traders were exporters and
importers, contacting between Lao traders and Thai traders, Lao retailers and Thai retailers.
Transportation was done by ships and spread to another area by cars. Payments were made
through commercial banks and non- banking service .

3) Border trade’s problems included physical aspects, cashing payment, informal
trade, ignorance of the law, low purchasing power by Lao people and financial instability of Thai
traders. Influential factors of border trade were physical, policies, cooperation and others.

4) Border’s trade impacts on communities were at moderate level in economy and
society but were at high level in tourism and environment. If the Thai — Lao Bridge was built in
Chiang Khong, the people’s social life would change and the economy will grow due to the
import and export of products. The number of Thai and foreign tourists will increase and there is
a possibility of damaging the environment due to considerable scale destruction of forest land and

coastal areas along the Mae Khong River.



