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ABSTRACT

This research has three objectives: 1) to study the political movement of Federation of
Chiangmai Teachers (FCT) and the transferring of educational management to local government
units; 2) to study impact on the policies or government decisions resulting from political
movement of FCT and the transferring of educational management to local government units;
and 3) to analyze this movement, political implications from this movement and conclusion of
important parts which are related to the relationships between national politics, local government
and educational system.

The results of the research are as follows:

1. FCT did not agree with the educational transferring policy and tried to negotiate
with the government in many ways, for example, through conferences, working with political
parties, campaign for teachers and educational staffs to sign in supporting the revision of the law
about plans and processes of decentralization to local government units in 1999, including
signature seeking for the petition to the king, and also the campaign for teachers and educational
staffs to wear yellow shirts every Tuesday and organizing demonstrations in various places.

2. Teachers are highly respected; their campaigns and protests were approved and
supported by society. The educational transferring was thus delayed and revised by the

government to slow down the process.



3. The political movement of FCT was unified and well connected with the nationwide
teachers’ campaign. Members of FCT were well-informed and had clear strategies in their
struggle and they received strong support from the public.

The 1997 Constitution attached great significance to decentralization, but since local
government units are still intervened by national politics and thus decentralization is far from
complete, coupled with the distrust of teachers concerning top-down decentralization, the political

movement of teachers has therefore been aimed at educational decentralization of that nature.



